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As part of this year’s Town Report, in accordance with the vote at the town 
meeting of 1964 requiring publication of real estate valuations every five 
years, on years ending 0 and 5, a separate listing of real estate assessments 
entitled ‘‘Supplement to the Town Report - Listing of Real Estate Valuations 
of the Town of Meredith’ may be obtained at various town report 
distribution points throughout the town. 
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MEREDITH 


Granted in 1748 by the proprietors who had purchased the land from the 
heirs of John Trafton Mason. The old township was declared to be six miles 
square. In 1754 the northern line was extended to twelve miles and included 
Meredith Neck. 


First called Palmerstown, in honor of Samuel Palmer who settled here 
in 1748 and later known as New Salem, the town was incorporated in 1768 
under a petition presented at Portsmouth by Colonel Ebenezer Smith and 
David Lawrence. 


The name, Meredith, was suggested by the Royal Governor John 
Wentworth in honor of his friend, Sir William Meredith of England. 


The old township of Meredith comprised an area of 35,777 acres and 
extended to the bridge on Main Street in what is now Laconia and also in- 
cluded a part of what is now Center Harbor. Division of Meredith for the 
portion set aside in forming Laconia was made in 1855. 
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Dedication 


The 1979 annual report 
is dedicated to two loyal sons of Meredith 
who passed away during the year, 
Carl Converse Colby and O. Fred Rollins 





Carl Converse Colby 
1896 - 1979 


Carl Colby of Lake Street, who 
died at the V.A. Hospital in 
Manchester on December Ist, is 
fondly remembered as a loyal and 
active citizen of Meredith, and as a 
soldier, family man and college 
professor. 

Twice wounded and decorated 
for his bravery in World War lI, 
Carl Colby devoted the next 30 
years of his life to giving in- 
struction in foreign language at 
Dartmouth College, Bowdoin 
College, Harvard University, 
Mount Allison University and the 
United States Coast Guard 
Academy. 

In 1951, he and his wife, Ruth 
Clough Colby of Meredith, 
returned to the tranquility of 
Meredith. Never content to let his 
energies go uncultivated, Carl 
Colby became active in the town’s 
three veterans’ organizations, the 
Meredith Public Library, the 
Congregational Church, the 
Meredith Historical Society, the 
board of checklist supervisors, and 
the water commission. 

Buried in the Meredith Village 
Cemetery, Professor Colby is 
survived by his wife; his daughter, 
Mrs. Margaret Rand; nine 
grandchildren; and 23 great- 
grandchildren. 
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Olin Fred Rollins 
1920-1979 


Meredith’s beloved O. Fred 
Rollins succumbed at Lakes 
Region General Hospital on 
December 13th after a long illness. 

For the people who knew him, 
Fred Rollins served as an example 
of a man who was loyal to his 
family and dedicated to his job. 
The town of Meredith was _ his 
employer and he served it nobly for 
31 years, first as a highway 
department laborer in 1946. In 1950 
he was transferred to the water 
department and later became Its 
superintendent. In 1954 he was 
again transferred, this time to the 
sewer department where he was 
superintendent until his retirement 
in 1977. He was also a lifelong 
fireman in the Meredith Fire 
Department. 

From November 1941 through 
July 1945 Fred Rollins was in the 
Mediterranean Theatre of 
Operations with the Second Ar- 
mored Division. He was decorated 
with the American Defense Service 
Medal and the European-African 
Middle Eastern Theatre Ribbon. 

He is missed by all, especially 
his wife, Mrs. Barbara Nedeau 
Rollins; his daughter, Mrs. Susan 
Carrier; his two grandchildren; 
and his many close friends and 
fellow sportsmen. Fred Rollins is 
buried in Meredith Center at 
Oakland Cemetery. 


Town Officers 


SELECTMEN o 
Harold G. Wyatt 1982 Warner M. Plummer, Chairman 1980 
Norman I. Baker 1981 
Town Manager Edward L. Schuette 
Town Engineer & Building Inspector David P. Hanlon 
Moderator 1980 Joseph D. Parkman 
Town Clerk 1981 Pauline L. Fournier 
Deputy Town Clerk Paula L. Jones 
Treasurer 1981 Leland E. Brown 
Deputy Treasurer Bruce U. Sanderson 
Deputy Treasurer Christine I. Hayes 
Health Officer David P. Hanlon 
Deputy Health Officer Kenneth Hill 
Deputy Health Officer Robert Fournier. 
Tax Collector Edward L. Schuette 
Deputy Tax Collector Sheila Copp 
Water & Sewer Superintendent Kenneth Hill 
Highway Supervisor Harold H. Sargent, Jr. 
REPRESENTATIVES TO GENERAL COURT 1980 
Marshall French Robert Lawton 
Keith Matheson 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
John P. Curran, Chief 

Alan J. Soucy, Sergeant Paul Dillon, Dectective 
John Egan, Patrolman Donald E. Belyea, Patrolman 
Stanley Maciejewski, Patrolman Bonnie Calzada, Patrolman 


Joseph E. LeBlanc, Patrolman 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 
John W. Bryant, Jr., Chief 
Fred E. Copp, 1st Asst. Chief Ellsworth W. Cotton, 2nd Asst. Chief 


FOREST FIRE WARDEN 
Roy E. Howe 


CIVIL DEFENSE DIRECTOR 
John Dever, Jr. 


6 


PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS COMMISSION 
William J. Lamper, Chairman, 1982 
Robert J. Dever 1980 Dorothy Hartson 1980 
Mark Gallagher 1982 Drew E. Tracey 1981 


TRUSTEE OF TRUST FUNDS 
Henry H. Stark 1980 
Clyde C. Brown 1981 Normand E. Valliere 1982 


CHECKLIST SUPERVISORS 
Lydia M. Torr 1980 Evamarie Olsen 1982 
Gilda Keenan 1985 


LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
Kathleen Taylor, Chairman 1980 
Rachel Parkman, Secretary 1980 Joan Tice 1981 
Hileen J. Harris 1982 Jane Finleon 1981 
Evamarie Olsen 1982 


PLANNING BOARD 
Gary Fletcher, Chairman 1980 
Mary Guariglia, Vice Chairman 1983 Robert Johnson 1981 
Ivor Thomas 1982 Walter Mitchell 1980 
Harold G. Wyatt, Selectman William Moscardini 1980 
Clerk: Marilyn Plummer 
Alternates: Marilyn Plummer, Edward Varney 


John Farrington 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Edward J. McLear, Chairman 1980 
Steven Nedeau 1981 Donald Fisken 1982 
Robert Prescott 1984 Harry Wood III, Vice Chairman 1983 


Clerk: Marilyn Plummer 
Alternates: Carroll Hunter, Geoffrey Cunningham 
Jonathan James 


CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Edwin S. Moulton, Chairman 1982 
John Thompson 1982 Charles Woodaman 1980 
Harold Wyatt 1981 Harold L. Pierson 1980 
Evamarie Olsen 1981 Gilda Keenan 1982 


REPRESENTATIVES 
LAKES REGION PLANNING COMMISSION 
George M. Hawkins 1981 Warner M. Plummer 1980 


AUDITORS 
Killion,Plodzik and Sanderson, Concord, N.H. 


MRK KER KKK KEK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK EKRKKKKKRKKKKKK KK 
Bear Island 


When some of the Dockham Family in very early days lived on the shore 
of Meredith Bay, not far north of the Pinnacle, two young men, one a 
Dockham, one a Prescott, started on the ice for a fishing trip; one had a 
jack-knife, one an ax. They made their way around to the “‘Gulf”’ on Bear 
Island shore. Here they found a bear hibernating under the roots of a partly 
fallen tree. The young man with the knife tied to the end of a pole with his 
fishline gently prodded him with the sharp end until the bear rushed in haste 
from his comfortable nest. The man with the ax struck him on the head at 
exactly the right moment and killed him instantly. They cut some small 
poles and dragged the Bear home over the ice. It has been said that this was 
the bear that gave Bear Island its name. 


Bear Island was annexed to Meredith, Dec. 30, 1799. 


Solon Colby 


Stonedam Island 


Jacob Wilkinson settled on this Island before 1800 not far from the strip 
of water that separates the Neck from the island. On the western side of the 
island there was another house and on a level spot on that side are two or 
three unmarked graves. 


Stonedam Island got its name from a crater like depression in the ledge 
at the top of the little hill in the center of the island. This hollow is about the 
size of a swimming pool and accumulates water from heavy rains and 
melting snow. There is also on this island a rock called the “‘Tar Rock,” a 
large boulder with a natural hollow in the top and leading from it a channel 
that appears to have been chipped out to catch the hot pitch. This was used 
by Indians on the seams of their canoes and by the early settlers who came’ 
here later. Stonedam Island was also annexed to Meredith, Dec. 30, 1799. 


Solon Colby 


Selectmen’s Report For 1979 


In its annual “‘wrap-up”’ of happenings in the Year 1979 in Meredith and 
the surrounding Towns, The Meredith News characterized this twelve- 
month period as that of the ‘‘Changing of the Guard.”’ 


The resignations of the School Superintendent and Assistant 
Administrator of the Supervisory Union No. 2, plus that of the Inter-Lakes 
High School Principal, resulted in several new faces being seen on the 
School front. Concurrently, on the Town Government side, Town Manager 
Don Jutton’s resignation became effective on the first day of January. On 
that same date, incoming Recreation Director John Stygles’ new duties 
began. 


After approximately three months, Edward Schuette, former Town 
Manager of Shelburne, Vermont, assumed the post of Town Manager in 
Meredith. 


In addition to the ‘‘changing of the guard,”’ a number of significant 
events, both large and small, occurred within Meredith during the past 
year. Perhaps one of the most profound of these events took place at the end 
of December, when the Board of Selectmen signed the appropriate 
documents whereby 315 acres of land along the Shores of Lake Wicwas 
became Town property. The title to this land, acquired from Dr. Robert 
Hamlin, with funds provided jointly through the so-called donor-match 
program of the Federal Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service and 
the Recreation Services of the New Hampshire Department of Resources 
and Economic Development, was passed to the Town on December 28. 


In addition to the adoption of a Wetlands Ordinance, and an amendment 
to the Zoning Ordinance stipulating the size, number, and location of 
business signs within the community, several other changes were approved 
by the voters at Town Meeting to help strengthen the methods for controlling 
growth and protecting the aesthetics of the Town. On that same date, a 
‘‘hold the line’? Town Budget was adopted. Although during the early 
months of the year, it appeared that the heavy winter snows would wreck 
havoc with the Public Works Department’s finances, the abnormally warm 
conditions in the latter part of the year helped substantially to reduce what 
otherwise might have been a serious deficit. In actuality, thanks to the 
cooperative effort of the supervisory personnel and department employees, 
the Public Works’ expenditures have been kept within the budgetary 
limitations. The same holds true to the most part for all departments, even 
though the cost of fuel, gasoline, and other petroleum based products (such 
as bituminous asphalt and the sealer used for our roads) increased 
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tremendously over what had been provided for in the various budgets 
adopted at Town Meeting. 


Since most departmental activities in the past year are covered in 
greater detail in various sections throughout this Town Report, we would 
like to confine our comments to a few happenings which we feel might be 
worthy of comment: 


- Item No. 1. Some long-awaited improvements to Cattle Landing Road, 
from the end of Meredith Neck Road to the Parking Lot, were accomplished. 
An 800-foot section was widened to 21 feet, safety rails and drainage are 
installed, and the area was properly loamed, seeded and signed. To protect 
the Town piers at this area from ice damage, which has been a normal oc- 
currence for many years, aqua-therms were installed for the winter months. 


- Item No. 2. At last year’s Town Meeting, the voters approved an 
Article which instructed the Board of Selectmen and the Town Assessor to 
identify and negotiate an acceptable contract with a firm capable of per- 
forming a complete revaluation of all property within the Town of Meredith 
and present said contract for consideration and funding to the 1980 Town 
Meeting. This directive culminated in a decision in November by the Board 
of Selectmen to accept a recommendation of Assessor Charles Vogler, and 
they tentatively approved the low bid of $86,500 as submitted by the United 
Appraisal Company. 


- Item No. 3. As an experimental venture, the employees of the Refuse 
Disposal Facility voluntarily undertook a program of separating 
newspapers for baling and sale as part of a continuing effort to recycle as 
much material as economically feasible. As we attempt to pinpoint costs, 
etc., associated with the recycling of newsprint, we continue to urge your 
cooperation, since, if any such an endeavor is to be feasible within our 
present operation, your assistance in separating magazines and other 
glossy paper from newspapers is an absolute necessity. 


- Item No. 4. A second item approved at last year’s Town Meeting in- 
volved the appropriation of funds to bound certain roads since that is one of 
the pre-requisites for maintenance and plowing by the Town work forces. 
This project was precipitated prior to the last Town Meeting by a significant 
number of private roads which had historically been plowed by the Town in 
winter, but which did not, in one form or another, meet the complete criteria 
for acceptance as required by the Town. A majority of the twenty-two 
streets concerned complied with the criteria and the bounding program got 
underway in the fall. 


- Item No. 5. On October 4 a final Public Hearing was held to review a 
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plan of the State Highway Department of proposed improvements to the 
intersection of Routes 3 and 25. There was a large turnout of local residents 
who expressed varying degrees of support or opposition to the im- 
provements. The Special Committee of the New Hampshire Department of 
Public Works and Highways is expected to make a final recommendation in 
the near future. 


- Item No. 6. Public Meetings and Public Hearings were also held at 
various times to review progress of plans dealing with the Town’s proposed 
sewer facilities plan and its water supply and storage facilities. Both of 
these proposals are moving ahead on schedule and more will be heard of 
them this coming year. 


- Item No. 7. Finally the so-called ‘‘“Summer Town Meeting”’ was held in 
July and was a great success. This forum held primarily for the purpose of 
receiving input and comments from non-resident taxpayers attracted more 
than 125 participants. Because of the tremendous response to this meeting, 
as was the case in 1978, we anticipate holding a similar public forum in 
future years. 


While the end of the year is a time for reflection and review, the end of a 
decade should also merit at least a brief mention. 


Much has happened in Meredith since 1970. The recent Community 
Survey indicated that, as a partial contribution by an estimated 58 percent 
increase in population in ten years, there has been a considerable con- 
version of seasonal dwellings to year-round residences. Of the estimated 
fifteen percent of such conversions in the Town, approximately fifty-seven 
percent have occurred since 1970. This is a trend (partially in the light of 
ever-increasing inflation, coupled with the natural beauty of this area) 
which gives every indication of expanding rather than diminishing. 


This and other related growth problems will not be taken lightly during 
the next year and the coming decade. The Board of Selectmen have worked 
very diligently in cooperation with the Planning Board, to ensure that any 
matter which could adversely impact the economy or the aesthetic qualities 
of our Town would be thoroughly examined. The Community Survey 
mentioned in the preceding paragraph is part of this effort. It was conducted 
by the Lakes Region Planning Commission, through the joint initiative of 
the Selectmen and Planning Board, to provide much needed information for 
inclusion in the Master Plan updating scheduled for consideration by the 
voters at this year’s Town Meeting. Funding for this project was primarily 
provided to the Town by the New England Regional Commission. This was a 
scientifically controlled random sample survey, so those of you who were 
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not contacted for participation are urged to contact the Selectmen and 
express any feelings you might have as to what the future direction of our 
Town should be, for neither the Selectmen nor any of our other local 
governing administrative bodies can make appropriate decisions for our 
future and yours in a vacuum. You must give us the raw material to form 
these decisions since we all will be the benefiters or losers, as the case may 
be, of these decisions, so they should reflect the sentiments, hopes, and 
desires of all residents to the greatest extent possible. With the aid of your 
opinions, comments and shared dreams as a basis, we can start off the new 
year and the new decade by initiating a strong and economically feasible 
direction for the Town’s growth and prosperity. 


Warner M. Plummer, Chairman 
Norman I. Baker 
Harold G. Wyatt 
Selectmen, Town of MEREDITH 
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Record of Annual Town Meeting 


March 138, 1979 


The annual Town Meeting of Meredith was held at the First 
Congregational Church Vestry, Highland Street, in said Town of Meredith 
on March 13, 1979. The polls were opened at 9:00 A.M. for the purpose of 
casting ballots by Moderator Joseph D. Parkman. Rev. Patrick Finleon 
gave the invocation. 


The polls were closed at 7:00 P.M. by the moderator. 


Total number names on the checklist 2284 
Total number of votes cast 765 
(38 were absentee ballots) 


Selectman for 3 years, vote for one 
Newman H. Storer 169 
Harold G. Wyatt 562 


Supervisor of the checklist for 5 years, vote for one 
Gilda C. Keenan 677 


Trustee of Trust Funds for 3 years, vote for one 
Normand E. Valliere 703 


Library Trustee for 3 years, vote for two 
Eileen J. Harris 558 
Evamarie C. Olsen 518 


Library Trustee for two years, vote for one 


Charlotte Burtt 72 

Jane W. Finleon 401 

Linda McLear 217 
Library Trustee for one year, vote for one 

Charlotte P. Fisher 245 

Susan Leahy 204 

Rachel S. Parkman 255 
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The following candidates were declared elected by the Moderator. 


Harold G. Wyatt - Selectman for three years 

Gilda C. Keenan - Supervisor of the Checklist for five years 
Normand E. Valliere - Trustee of Trust Funds for three years 
Eileen J. Harris - Library Trustee for three years 

Evamarie C. Olsen - Library Trustee for three years 

Jane W. Finleon - Library Trustee for two years 

Rachel D. Parkman - Library Trustee for one year 


ARTICLE 2. No action necessary 


ARTICLE 3. Do you favor the continuation of the Town Manager Plan as 
now in force in this Town? (RSA 37:15) (By citizens’ petition) 


YES 505 NO 247 


ARTICLE 4. Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 466:30a which makes 
it unlawful for an owner of any dog licensed or unlicensed to permit said dog 
to run at large, except when accompanied by the owner or custodian, and 
when used for hunting, herding, supervised competition and exhibition or 
training for such. (By citizens’ petition) 


YES 515 NO 230 


ARTICLE 5. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 as 
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do 
with a Wetlands Conservation District as discussed at Public Hearings held 
January 12, 1979 and February 9, 1979; the stated purpose of said ordinance 
being to protect the public health, safety and general welfare by controlling 
and guiding the use of wetlands within the community. 


YES 440 NO 213 


ARTICLE 6. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as 
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do 
with the Sign Ordinance as discussed at Public Hearings held January 12, 
1979 and February 9, 1979; said amendment regulating the size, number and 
location of business signs within the community. 


YES 482 NO 173 


ARTICLE 7. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3 as 
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do 
with Home Occupations as discussed at Public Hearing held January 12, 
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1979 and February 9, 1979; said amendment defining types of acceptable 
occupations and conditions restricting employees and building utilization? 


YES 372 NO 294 


ARTICLE 8. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 as 
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do 
with Private Boat Houses as discussed at Public Hearings held January 12, 
1979 and February 9, 1979; said amendment regulating setbacks from lot 
lines? 


YES 447 NO 214 


ARTICLE 9. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 5 as 
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do 
with Penalties as discussed at Public Hearings held January 12, 1979 and 
February 9, 1979; said amendment providing for a fine of not more than $25. 
per day for each day a violation exists? 


YES 363 NO 286 


ARTICLE 10. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 6 as 
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do 
with Types of Utilities as discussed at Public Hearings held January 12, 1979 
and February 9, 1979; said amendment further defining utilities? 


YES 364 ~ NO 228 


ARTICLE 11. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 7 as 
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do 
with Shorefront Lots as discussed at Public Hearings held January 12, 1979 
and February 9, 1979; said amendment increasing the minimum acceptable 
width of shorefront lot to 150 feet? 


YES 424 NO 234 
ARTICLE 12. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 8 as 
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do 
with Definitions as discussed at Public Hearings held January 12, 1979 and 
February 9, 1979; said amendment providing specific definition for terms 
and references contained in the Zoning Ordinance? 


YES 442 NO 170 
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ARTICLE 13. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 9 as 
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do 
with making all terminology consistent with the Ordinance as discussed at 
Public Hearings held January 12, 1979 and February 9, 1979; said amend- 
ment creating consistent terminology throughout the Zoning Ordinance? 


YES 493 NO 145 


ARTICLE 14. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 10 as 
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do 
with re-numbering Articles and sub-paragraphs as necessary within the 
Ordinance as discussed at Public Hearings held January 12, 1979 and 
February 9, 1979; said amendment providing for further clarification of the 
Zoning Ordinances. 


YES 493 NO 144 


ARTICLE 15. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 11 as 
proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do 
with mobile homes within the Forestry and Rural and Residential Districts 
as discussed at Public Hearings held February 9, 1979 and February 24, 
1979; said amendment eliminating mobile homes in said districts as a 
special exception so as to permit mobile homes only in mobile home parks 
and mobile home subdivisions and by variance in any district in town? 


YES 371 | NO 312 


ARTICLE 16. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 12 as 
proposed by petition of the voters for this town for the Town Zoning 
Ordinance having to do with Mobile Homes within the Forestry and Rural 
and Residential Districts as discussed at Public Hearings held February 9, 
1979 and February 24, 1979; said amendment restricting mobile homes in 
said districts to mobile home parks only? (Not recommended by the 
Planning Board) 


YES 255 NO 418 


DELIBERATIVE SESSION 
Wednesday, March 14, 1979 


Meeting was opened at 7:30 at the Inter-Lakes High School, Robert 
Pottle Memorial Auditorium, Center Harbor Hill, Meredith, to act on the 
remaining articles. Registered voters were checked off the checklist and 
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seated within a roped off area on the main floor. Visitors and spectators 
were seated in the bleachers. Polling booths were set up on the right hand 
side of the auditorium for a secret ballet if necessary. Seated on the stage 
were Selectmen, Harold G. Wyatt, Norman I. Baker, Warner M. Plummer, 
Acting Town Manager, David P. Hanlon, Incoming Town Manager, Edward 
L. Schuette, and Town Clerk Pauline L. Fournier. Speakers must use the 
microphones and address the Moderator. Anyone other than a registered 
voter must ask permission of the assembly to speak. 


ARTICLE 17. By motion of Norman I. Baker, it was moved and duly 
seconded by Harold Wyatt to see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Selectmen and the Treasurer to borrow in anticipation of taxes such sums as 
are necessary for the operation of the Town and to set the rates; effect the 
issuance of notes; and to otherwise negotiate for the sale of notes to be paid 
within the present fiscal year. 


Mr. Baker explained that this article gives the Board of Selectmen the 
authorization necessary to allow them to issue tax anticipation notes, the 
funds are used to operate the Town throughout the year: notes are repaid in 
December when property taxes are paid. 


No discussion 
Affirmative vote to the motion 


ARTICLE 18. By motion of Warner Plummer, it was moved and duly 
seconded by Norman Baker to see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Selectmen and the Town Manager to apply for, negotiate, and do all other 
things necessary to obtain such State and-or Federal funds that may become 
available throughout the year and expend same. 


Mr. Plummer explained that this article authorizes the Board of 
Selectmen and the Town Manager to apply for various Federal funds that 
may become available throughout the year which we are unable to an- 
ticipate at this time. These funds could only be used in cases where an ap- 
propriation has been made and therefore, would serve to reduce the tax 
rate. 


No discussion 
Affirmative vote to the motion 


ARTICLE 19. By motion of David Hanlon, it was moved and duly 
seconded by Warner Plummer to see if the Town will vote to raise and ap- 
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propriate $1,304,308.00 for the necessary operational expenses of the Town 
for the forthcoming year. 


Mr. Hanlon explained the budget as follows: 


The total operating budget for the Town of Meredith is $1,304,308.00 
which is a gross appropriation and includes a number of areas where funds 
must be appropriated but not raised. This results in a 1 percent decrease in 
comparison to last year’s operating budget. The first area is Town Road Aid 
which is $42,575. These are funds which are used to improve Town highways 
under the direction of the State Department of Public Works & Highways, 
the 1979 budget shows a decrease of approximately $90,000.00 because last 
year’s appropriation included $88,000.00 for Powers Road T.R.A. which was 
a one time appropriation. The next area is the Municipal Water & Sewer 
Department which are public utilities and are self-sufficient, i.e. users’ fees 
are charged to offset operational expenses which amount to approximately 
$130,000.00 in 1979. The last area where funds must be appropriated but not 
raised is the $15,000.00 for the Crime Commission for Local Police Depart- 
ment and-or Highway Safety Projects. These are Federal & State monies 
which may be funded throughout the year. These areas total approximately 
$187,000.00 of the total appropriation and represent no tax impact. 


Highlights of the operating budget are: 


Cost of Living increase: 5 percent cost of living increase which was 
approved by the Board of Selectmen for all Town employees in 1979. This 
increase is 2 percent below the cost of living ceiling requested by President 
Carter, and since the cost of living in the past 12 months has increased 8 
percent, this cost of living adjustment is within the acceptable range. 


Bond & Debt Retirement Principal: Amount $44,500, an increase of 50 
percent that reflects the additional expense of the bond payment required 
for the accelerated TRA Project for Powers Road, approved in 1978. There 
will be no additional tax increase since the funds to make this bond payment 
will be reimbursed by the State of New Hampshire under the Town Road Aid 
Program. 


Bond & Debt Retirement Interest: $59,254, an increase of over 200 
percent due to a change in accounting procedure which reflects the cost of 
temporary borrowing on Tax Anticipation Notes, $41,437. This entire 
amount is recovered through a controlled investment program and, 
therefore, there will be no additional impact due to this change. 


Town Office Expense: Cost of the operation of the department contained 
within the Municipal Building. This year’s expenditure of $118,872.00 is a 
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decrease of 16 percent due to the initiation of new administrative and 
finance techniques and elimination of many outside services. 


Insurance: This account contains the cost of the various insurance 
coverages required by the town, $43,849, providing Workman’s Com- 
pensation Insurance, Fleet, General Liability, Equipment Coverage, 
Buildings and contents etc. This account reflects a 10 percent increase, 
which is our best estimate of the market increase. 


This concludes the summary of the 1979 operational budget. As shown 
the impact for Article 19 is $10.395 on the total operational budget. 


Mr. Bradbury Sprague made an amendment to the motion to increase 
the cost of living from a 5 percent increase to a 6 percent increase. It was 
duly seconded by Mr. Bonner. 


The amendment was voted in the affirmative. 


Marshall French asked the amount of increase caused by the 1 percent. 
It was unable to be answered at this time. 


Mr. Plummer explained the bottom line of the budget would remain the 
same and a decrease would have to be taken from some other place in the 
budget. The increase is only on the one item (cost of living increase). 


There was some discussion from the floor pro and con on the merits of 
an across the board cost of living increase. 


Article 19 as amended was passed in the affirmative. 


ARTICLE 20. The motion was made by Harold Wyatt and duly seconded 
by Mr. Plummer to see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to 
apply for, receive and expend an amount not to exceed five hundred 
thousand dollars ($500,000.) from the Community Development Block Grant 
Program should said funds become available. 


Mr. Wyatt explained that this article authorizes an amount not to exceed 
$500,000. from the Small Cities Community Development Grant Program if 
such funds should become available. It is unlikely that the Town will receive 
any funds under this program; however, the Selectmen desire to be 
prepared in the event that Congress changes the governing of the Block 
Grant Program. 


Mr. Mitchell Johnson asked what the funds would be spent on. 
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Mr. Plummer explained that last year when Meredith applied for these 
same funds, a citizens’ committee was formed. We did not receive any funds 
but the committee had several suggestions to present to the community. The 
Grant is governed by strict rules and again a committee would be formed 
and referred to the people before the funds could be expended. 


Article approved as read. 


ARTICLE 21. By motion of Selectman Norman Baker, it was moved and 
duly seconded by David Hanlon to see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for the Highway 
Capital Equipment Reserve Fund as authorized by the Revised Statutes 
Annotated 35:1, 35:18. 


Mr. Baker explained that this article raises $10,000 for the Highway 
Department Capital Reserve Fund. This is an annual appropriation and the 
fund is built up in anticipation of future needs of the highway department. As 
an example: in 1979 monies from the reserve fund will be used to purchase a 
new grader. The capital reserve fund will be used to purchase that new 
grader. The capital reserve fund is an attempt to recognize the cost to the 
Town of equipment depreciation and to prepare for major capital ex- 
penditures in advance so as to avoid dramatic impacts on the tax rate. Tax 
impact - 15.5 cents. 


No discussion 
Article approved as read 


ARTICLE 22. By motion of Selectman Harold Wyatt, it was moved and 
duly seconded by Norman Baker to see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Selectmen to expend Forty-Nine thousand dollars ($49,000) from the Capital 
Reserve Fund for the purpose of purchasing a new road grader. 


Mr. Wyatt stated that this article authorizes the Selectmen to expend 
tne $49,000 from the Capital Reserve Fund. The piece of equipment being 
replaced has been in service approximately 10 years and the cost of con- 
tinued maintenance no longer makes it viable to retain. A new grader was 
leased with the option to buy with the total leasing cost deducted from the 
price of the grader. The total price of the grader $75,000 less trade in and 
leasing fees. The total amount in the fund at the present time is $51,000. 


Motion approved as read 


ARTICLE 23. By motion of Selectman Plummer, it was moved and duly 
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seconded by Harold Wyatt to see if the Town will vote to raise and ap- 
propriate the sum of Ten thousand dollars for the Fire Department Capital 
Equipment Reserve Fund as authorized by Revised Statutes Annotated 
39:1, 35:18. 


Mr. Plummer explained that the philosophy is the same, essentially an 
effort to avoid a major tax increase to purchase a new piece of fire ap- 
paratus. The tax impact: 15.5 cents. 


Harry Welch wished to know the amount in the fund. $21,500. 
No further discussion 
Motion approved as read 


ARTICLE 24. By motion of David Hanlon, it was moved and duly 
seconded by Norman Baker to see if the Town will vote to raise and ap- 
propriate the sum of Four thousand dollars ($4,000) for a Refuse Disposal 
Capital Reserve Fund as authorized by Revised Statutes Annotated 35:1, 
35:18, and to authorize the Selectmen to expend such amount as may be 
necessary in major repairs as required. 


Mr. Hanlon explained that this is an increase of $1000. over the 1978 
appropriation. It is an effort on the part of the Board to recognize that there 
are certain capital maintenance expenses in the future which have a major 
tax impact if we are not prepared to address them. Tax impact 6.2 cents. 


No discussion 
Motion approved as read 


ARTICLE 25. By motion of David Hanlon, it was moved and duly 
seconded by Warner Plummer to see if the Town will vote to appropriate an 
amount not to exceed Fifteen Thousand dollars ($15,000) of Federai + Funds 
should funds become available in 1979 and authorize the Selectman and 
Town Manager to expend said funds for allowable projects in the Police 
Department and-or Highway Department. + Anti-recessional 


Mr. Plummer explained this article authorizes the Selectmen to expend 
Anti-recessional Funds. These funds become available through the office of 
Revenue Sharing and are related to the unemployment statistics in the area. 
The Town does not anticipate receiving anti-recessional funds in 1979; 
however, should the situation change substantially, the Board felt it best to 
be prepared. These funds are ear-marked for personnel services and the 
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Selectmen felt they could best be utilized for clerical assistance in the Police 
Department or labor in the Highway Department. Tax impact: 0. 


No discussion 
Article approved as read 


ARTICLE 26. By motion of Harold Wyatt, it was moved and duly 
seconded by David Hanlon to see if the Town will vote to raise and ap- 
propriate the sum of $7,000. for the improvements to Meredith Neck Road 
under the State Aid Reconstruction Program provided the State of New 
Hampshire Appropriates $14,000 for this purpose. 


This is an annual article raising funds to be matched by the State of N.H. 
under the State Aid Reconstruction Program for making improvements to 
Meredith Neck Road. This is the second of a 3-year cycle which will be 
completed in 1980 when there are sufficient funds available for the State to 
let a major contract for improvements on the Neck Road. This is a two to 
one match program, with the State appropriating $14,000, making a total 
$21,000 available in 1979. Tax impact 10.9 cents. Mr. Wyatt also explained 
that the State is responsible for the summer maintenance and the Town for 
winter maintenance. Because the State doesn’t maintain their share as well 
as they should, it costs the Town more for the ordinary maintenance. There 
were questions from the floor concerning what portion of the road was to be 
repaired and how far on the road it would cover, and what was to be done 
this year. 


The State has the authority to decide what areas will be fixed and 
nothing will be done this year. 


In answer to a question from Beverly Buker concerning guard rails for 
protection to the people using the road, it was explained that was a State 
decision. 


No further discussion 

Motion approved as read 

ARTICLE 27. By motion of Warner Plummer, it was moved and duly 
seconded by Harold Wyatt to see if the Town will vote to authorize the 


Selectmen to sell tax acquired property at Public Auction. 


Mr. Plummer explained that this article authorizes the Selectmen to sell 
property taken by Tax Collector’s Deed for default of taxes at public auc- 
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tion. This past year between 35 & 40 properties were settled in this manner 
with one property left to be taken care of this year, then we would return to 
the standard article. 


No discussion 
Article passed as read 


ARTICLE 28. By motion of Martin Heffernan, it was moved and duly 
seconded by Bill Lowth to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
the sum of Twelve thousand dollars ($12,000) to help defray the expenses of 
the Lakes Region General Hospital. (By request of the Lakes Region 
General Hospital for an unspecified amount. ) 


Mr. Heffernan referred to page 66 of the Town Report stating that 
Meredith had a total of 709 patients totaling 4937 days. Of these patients, 9 
were provided service in the amount of over $18,000 for which the hospital 
did not receive payment. This money requested would be for the purchase of 
new equipment. Mr. Roger Heilig stated that he would like to see the money 
put towards a fully manned and equipped emergency room. Summer is the 
only time that the emergency room is open around the clock. Mr. Heffernan 
said the hospital has the emergency room under study for further im- 
provements. Mr. David DeSousa felt that the tax dollars should not go to 
subsidize business. Tax impact 18.6 cents. 


No further discussion 


Mr. Parkman put the question a second time because not sure of voice 
vote. 


Motion passed in the affirmative. Mr. Parkman declared a yes have on 
second voice vote. 


ARTICLE 29. By motion of Lynn Smith, it was moved and duly seconded 
by Chet Brickett to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum 
of Twelve Hundred dollars ($1,200) to help support the Lakes Region Family 
Services. (By request of the Lakes Region Family Services) Tax impact 1.9 
cents. 


Mrs. Smith explained that the residents of Meredith had benefited from 
this service and she felt that it was needed. 


No Discussion 
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Mr. Parkman put the question a second time because he was unsure of 
the voice vote. Second vote was declared in the affirmative. Motion passed 
as read. 


ARTICLE 30. By motion of Orithia Kuether, it was moved and duly 
seconded by Herbert Horne to see if the Town will vote to raise and ap- 
propriate the sum of Forty-nine hundred and fifty-four dollars ($4,954) to 
help support the Community Action Program. (By request of Belknap- 
Merrimack Community Action Program.) Tax impact 7.7 cents. 


Mrs. Kuether explained that Meredith had received more than $42,000 in 
services, a return of over 800 percent for their monies last year. She ex- 
plained that some of the services were the meals, fuel, gardens, and a van 
for transportation. 


No discussion 
Approved as read 


ARTICLE 31. By motion of Ed Varney, it was moved and duly seconded 
by David Detscher to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the 
sum of Thirty-nine Hundred and Seventy-one dollars ($3,971) to help support 
the Inter-Lakes Day Care Center. (By request of the Inter-Lakes Day Care 
Center. ) | 


Mr. Varney referred to page 70 of the Town Report. Meredith has a total 
of 106 children. The amount requested is based on this figure. The nursery 
school is a private school and the requested funds are not used towards this 
but will be used for improvements, fire escape and new equipment. Tax 
impact 6.2 cents. 


No discussion 
Passed in the affirmative. 


ARTICLE 32. By motion of Scott Brackett it was moved and duly 
seconded by Russell Brown to see if the Town will vote to raise and ap- 
propriate the sum of Fifteen hundred and eighty dollars ($1,580) for the 
Benefit of the Lakes Region Association. (By request of the Lakes Region 
Association.) Tax impact 2.5 cents. 


Mr. Brackett stated the Assocation is a semi-Chamber of Commerce to 
promote and preserve the area, as many are dependent on the tourist in- 
dustry for their livelihood. Meredith does benefit by taxes collected by the 
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State such as the Room & Meals and Business Profit Tax. The State does 
contribute to the Association. 


No discussion 
Motion approved as read 


ARTICLE 33. By motion of Harold Wyatt, it was moved and duly 
seconded to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
Thirty-two hundred dollars ($3,200) and pay this money to Attorney Richard 
F. Upton of Concord, N.H., as payment for services rendered by him to the 
Town between the years 1971 and 1977. Bills for said service were never 
submitted to the Town due to circumstances existing in Attorney Upton’s 
Office. Tax impact 5.0 cents. 


Mr. Plummer said that the Selectmen had received this bill last Sep- 
tember and on investigation felt that it was a legitimate bill and should be 
paid. In answer to questions from the floor, Mr. Piummer said it was a legal 
debt and it was being presented at Town Meeting rather than being included 
in the budget because of the total time involved. 


Mr. Marshall French spoke in favor of paying the amount owed, stating 
that he was knowledgable of the bill incurred in 1971-72 because of law suits 
and zoning. 


No further discussion 
Motion passed as read 


ARTICLE 34. By motion of Harold Wyatt, it was moved and duly 
seconded by Warner Plummer to see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Selectmen to receive and expend an amount not to exceed Two hundred 
thousand dollars ($200,000) from the Heritage Conservation and Recreation 
Services for the purpose of acquiring the Hamlin property located on Lake 
Wicwas. 


Many people had questions on the future use and disposition of the 
property after it was acquired. This article stirred prolonged debate on 
these issues. The Selectmen answered many questions covering a wide 
range. The purpose and future use of the land would be determined by the 
people of Meredith. There are several options open, a park, camping and 
other recreational uses. The tax loss would not be large because the land is 
in current use and the tax base is low. 
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There would not be a road built if the property is acquired by the Town; 
if not, then there is a restriction by the Planning Board that a road would 
have to be put in before Dr. Hamlin could develop the property. The money 
comes from the government after an appraisal. $200,000 is the maximum 
amount that the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Commission would 
pay. The land does not lend itself to development. It consists of about 320 
acres of woodland, rocky ledge and shore frontage. Public hearings would 
have to be held before anything was done to the land. 


There were suggestions to use or designate the area as Town Forest 
with selective harvesting of trees. 


Comments from the floor indicated that it should not be allowed to go to 
commercial development. If it is developed, it would mean an increase in 
Town services to that area plus additional school taxes. The final consensus 
was that the Town should acquire the land and decide later what to do with 
it. Itis an excellent opportunity for the Town. 


Mr. William Harris said that townspeople should get behind the 
Selectmen that they voted into office and take their recommendations. 


Speakers in favor of the article were Heather Rose, Lynn Smith, Charles 
Woodman and others; against were Beverly Buker, Frances Eames and 
Frank Loto. 


No further discussion 
Motion passed as read 


ARTICLE 35. By motion of David Hanlon it was moved and duly 
seconded by Harold Wyatt to see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum 
of Forty-four thousand seven hundred dollars ($44,700) from the General 
Revenue Sharing Fund for the purpose of purchasing: 

a. one-ton truck with plow 

b. sander 

c. tire changer 

d. five-ton roller 

e. plowing equipment for the International front end loader 


All necessary equipment for the operation of the Highway Dept. 


Mr. Hanlon stated the article authorizes the Selectmen to spend the 
$44,700 of Revenue Sharing Funds, $15,000 for the replacement of a one ton 
truck with plow, $5,000 for a replacement sander, $3,200 for a replacement 
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tire changer, OSHA requirement, a five-ton roller costing $10,000 and $11,500 
for plowing equipment for the International front-end loader for year round 
utilization. Zero tax impact. 


Mr. Jack Dever stated that a power tire changer should not cost $3,200 
but around $400. Mr. Plummer stated that they would not spend more than 
necessary. 


James Waldron made a motion to amend the article to read: To see if 
the Town will vote to appropriate a sum not to exceed $44,700 from the 
General Revenue Sharing Fund for purchasing the above equipment. 
Motion was seconded by Warner Plummer. 


Amendment approved as made. 
Article 35 as amended was approved. 


ARTICLE 36. By motion of Norman Baker, it was moved and duly 
seconded by David Hanlon to see if the Town will vote to appropriate the 
sum of Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000) from the General Revenue Sharing 
Fund for the purpose of purchasing a fully equipped Police Cruiser and a 
radar unit for the Police Department. 


Mr. Baker stated that this article would authorize the Selectmen to 
spend $8,000 from the Revenue Sharing Funds for purchasing a new police 
cruiser and necessary radar equipment. Zero tax impact. 


There were many questions and observations from the floor concerning 
CB equipment, coverage of the station, number and type of cruisers 
necessary to the Police Department, type of cruiser to be purchased, and the 
use of the cruisers. 


Chief Curran explained that because of the noise and interference, CB 
radio in a cruiser is not really feasible nor too helpful. There is 24 hour 
coverage because the Department has a direct line to the Belknap Sheriff’s 
Department when there isn’t a dispatcher on duty. The Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment is in direct contact with the local cruiser on duty. An additional cruiser 
is necessary because of prisoner transport, court appearances, detective 
work etc. The Police Department has over 100 miles of road to patrol plus 
answering calls. The officers do sometimes have the cruisers at home 
because there isn’t a garage to house them and it is safer to have them at 
private homes than on the streets. 


It was brought to the attention of the Police Department of the unsafe 
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situation at the lights by the Dairybar when the fire alarm blows. Cars and 
trucks are going in several directions at once. It was requested to have a 
policeman on duty as soon as the alarm rings. 


No further discussion 
Motion passed as read. 


ARTICLE 37. By motion of David Hanlon, it was moved and duly 
seconded to see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of Thirty-Three 
Hundred dollars ($3,300) from the General Revenue Sharing Fund for the 
purposes of purchasing equipment for use in the Town Office Building. 


Mr. Hanlon explained this article authorizes the selectmen to spend 
$3,300 from the Revenue Sharing Funds for purchase of needed office 
equipment, typewriter, calculator and normal replacement items in the 
Town Office Building. Zero impact. 


No discussion 
Affirmative vote to the motion 


ARTICLE 38. By motion of Warner Plummer, it was moved and duly 
seconded by David Hanlon to see if the Town will vote to appropriate the 
sum of Twenty-one Thousand dollars ($21,000) from the General Revenue 
Sharing Funds for the purposes of paying Meredith’s share of the Win- 
nipesaukee River Basin Capital Costs. 


Mr. Plummer said that has to be paid and this authorizes the use of 
Revenue Sharing Funds for this purpose. This is the 1979 cost only. 


James Waldron made a motion to amend the article to read ‘‘for 1979” 
at the end of the article. It was seconded by Mr. Plummer. 


No discussion on the amendment, amendment passed. 

Motion as amended passed in the affirmative. 

ARTICLE 39. By motion of Warner Plummer, it was moved and duly 
seconded by David Hanlon to see if the Town will authorize the Board of 
Selectmen to participate in a program of self-insurance for Worker’s 


Compensation in cooperation with New Hampshire Municipal Association. 


Mr. Plummer stated that this article authorizes the Selectmen to par- 
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ticipate in a self-insurance workman’s compensation program with the N.H. 
Municipal Association. This program provides the potential for the Town to 
realize a substantial saving since it will wind up being a ‘group insurance’ 
type program involving only N.H. municipalities. This program is currently 
employed in many other states in the country and is working very suc- 
cessfully. Tax impact: zero. 


No discussion 
Passed in the affirmative 


ARTICLE 40. By motion of Harold Wyatt, it was moved and duly 
seconded by David Hanlon to see if the Town will vote to appropriate the 
sum of Fifteen Thousand dollars ($15,000) from the General Revenue 
Sharing Fund for the purpose of constructing an addition to the Town High- 
way Garage on Jenness Hill Road. 


Mr. Wyatt explained that this article authorized the Selectmen to spend 
$15,000 from the Revenue Sharing Fund to construct a small addition to the 
highway garage to provide additional storage space and work area. The 
project will be completed by department personnel in the course of the next 
year. This garage was built in 1965 and was adequate at that time. The extra 
space is definitely needed. Tax impact: zero. 


No discussion 
Article passed in the affirmative 


ARTICLE 41. By motion of Harold Wyatt, it was moved and duly 
seconded by David Hanlon to see if the Town will vote to appropriate the 
sum of Twelve Thousand dollars ($12,000) from the General Revenue 
Sharing Fund for the purpose of widening Cattle Landing Road and com- 
pleting the Town Parking area at Cattle Landing. 


According to Mr. Wyatt, this article authorizes the Selectmen to spend 
$12,000 from the Revenue Sharing Fund to widen Cattle Landing Road and 
finish the public parking lot in this area. This is a project which has been of 
concern to the board of selectmen for many years. With the recent sub- 
division in that area, the Town has been able to acquire the necessary right 
of way to facilitate widening of Cattle Landing Road from the end of the 
black-topped surface to the existing parking area, one of the most dangerous 
sections of road. The parking lot will remain gravel, the only improvement 
to be made in 1979 will be to remove the large pile of boulders and gravel 
from the rear portion of the new section of the parking lot. Tax impact zero. 
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Mr. Loto questioned the total amount for the parking lot. Mr. Plummer 
said half of the amount came from the government. There is a large number 
of people on Bear Island and the traffic is heavy, and parking space is 
needed. 


Sue George said that she was a school bus driver and it was extremely 
dangerous for a bus load of children to be using the road in that condition 
and she felt anyone seeing the bus trying to maneuver would know that the 
improvements were necessary. 


No further discussion 
Motion passed 


ARTICLE 42. By motion of Norman Baker, it was moved and duly 
seconded by Warner Plummer to see if the Town will vote to appropriate the 
sum of Seventy-seven hundred dollars ($7,700) from the General Revenue 
Sharing Fund for the purpose of acquiring necessary capital items at the 
Refuse Disposal Facility. 


Mr. Baker stated that this article authorizes the Selectmen to spend 
$7,700 to acquire capital items at the Refuse Disposal Facility. The major 
item in 1979 will be completion of the hot top for the balance of the driveway 
area, aretaining wall in the rear and several small items. Zero impact. 


No discussion 
Motion passed as read 


ARTICLE 43. By motion of Norman Baker, it was moved and duly 
seconded to see if the Town will vote to instruct the Board of Selectmen to 
work with the Meredith Chamber of Commerce to develop a proposal for a 
new Information Booth to be located in the vicinity of the Town Docks on 
Route No. 3. 


Heather Rose gave the report of the Chamber of Commerce. The booth 
had been moved with the widening of the road last year. They had requested 
the Selectmen to approve of a location to move the booth. This article in- 
structs the Selectmen to work with the Chamber of Commerce to develop a 
new site for the Information Booth. 


No discussion 


Motion passed as read 
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ARTICLE 44. By motion of Harold Wyatt, it was moved and duly 
seconded to see if the Town will vote to instruct the Board of Selectmen and 
the Assessor to identify and negotiate an acceptable contract with a firm 
capable of performing a complete revaluation of all property within the 
Town of Meredith and present said contract for consideration and funding to 
the 1980 Town Meeting. 


Charles Vogler, the assessor, explained the need for revaluation. There 
has been controversy concerning revaluation in neighboring towns because 
of people doing the job. You get the type of service that you pay for. We are 
not assessing everyone equally. The average deviation acceptable is bet- 
ween 5-15 percent. We have a range of 26-30 percent. For example, a $40,000 
property could range from $525 to $900. It would be 1981 before complete 
reassessment could be completed. Usually in a revaluation, one-third of the 
taxpayers would pay more, one-third would pay less and one-third would 
remain the same. A good example of this would be the Hamlin property 
which pays taxes on $50,000 but is appraised at over $200,000. 


In answer to questions from the floor, the Selectmen said the last 
reassessment was in 1968-69. This article authorizes preliminary contact 
with a good appraisal firm. Because of bad publicity in other towns, it is 
known who not to hire. A firm has already been contacted on a tentative 
basis. The Department of Revenue Administration now has the authority to 
make a town revaluate. The Selectmen do plan to publish a list of valuations 
as Should have been done every 5 years. 


Marshall French, our Representative in the Legislature, said that the 
State must approve of each firm hired and lend State people to assist each 
town. There is a bill in the Legislature for 100 percent assessment. 


No further discussion 
Motion passed as read 


ARTICLE 45. By motion of Warner Plummer, it was moved and duly 
seconded by David Hanlon to see if the Town will vote to expand the 
authority granted to the N.H. Housing Commission at the 1975 Town Meeting 
(Article 27) by adopting the following resolution: 


‘“‘Now be it resolved by the Town Meeting of the Town of Meredith, 

Belknap County, New Hampshire, that the New Hampshire Housing 

Commission be and is authorized to operate in Meredith, Belknap 

County, New Hampshire. That said New Hampshire Housing 

Commission is authorized to sponsor a project, under Section VIII, of 
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the U.S. Housing Act of 1937 as amended for any of the following 
dwelling accommodations or a combination thereof: 


a) Existing Standard Housing 
b) Rehabilitated Housing; the total amount of the foregoing not to exceed 
fifty units. 
c) New construction for the Elderly Housing. The total amount of new 
construction for the Elderly Housing not to exceed sixty dwelling units. 


Mr. Plummer explained that this article was adopted at the 1975 Town 
Meeting, except for item ‘‘C’’, which is being added this year. There is a 
developer interested in construction units and it is required that the Town 
adopt this article in order to proceed with the project. The project will be 
subject to all local ordinances and controlled and will require Planning 
Board approval, site development plan, etc. 


Mr. Varney was told that a developer was interested but funds were not 
available. 


No further discussion 
Motion passed as read. 


ARTICLE 46. By motion of Warner Plummer, it was moved and 
seconded by Norman Baker to see if the Town will vote to adopt the 
following Ordinance: 


Retail businesses, plays, games, sports, and exhibitions shall be per- 
mitted to operate on the Lord’s day subject to the restrictions set forth in 
New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated 332-D (Supplement 1977) 


Mr. Plummer explained that this article makes legal Sunday sales 
within the community. Quite accidentally in 1978, it was determined that the 
N.H. State Statutes prohibits Sunday sales of most items. The only way to 
change this is for the Selectmen in a community to adopt a Sunday Sales 
Ordinance allowing sales subject to the conditions that they feel are in the 
best interests of the community. The ordinance as proposed by the Select- 
men imposes no controls which do not already exist and will result in ab- 
solutely no change in the way business is conducted on Sunday within the 
Community. All this ordinance does is to legalize the current practice. 


James Waldron questioned the use of the word retail and wanted it 
deleted. After an explanation from Walter Mitchell, Town Counsel, his 
request was withdrawn. 
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Rev. Gerald Wiggin inquired whether I-L would be able to hold sports 
events on a Sunday. He was told yes after one o’clock. 


No further discussion 
Motion passed in the affirmative 


ARTICLE 47. By motion of Heather Rose, it was moved and duly 
seconded by William Harris to see if the Town will vote to raise and ap- 
propriate the sum of Fifteen Hundred dollars ($1,500) for fireworks on the 
Fourth of July Celebration 1979. (By request of the Meredith Civic 
Association) 


No discussion 
Motion passed in the affirmative 


ARTICLE 48. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the 
sum of Fifteen Hundred dollars ($1,500) to help support the establishment of 
a Rescue Squad at the Winnisquam Fire Department. (By request of the 
Winnisquam Fire Department. ) 


A motion was made by Marshall French and seconded by David 
DeSousa to dismiss Article 48. Mr. French felt that the Winnisquam Fire 
Department had received funds from the county and considered it double- 
dipping to request more money from the towns. 


James Waldron requested an explanation of the difference between 
Tabling and Dismissing an article. Moderator Parkman said a tabled article 
could be recalled and a dismissed article was dead and could not be brought 
up again. 


There was considerable debate concerning the merits of the vehicle 
based in Winnisquam. Many felt that if only a few people were helped by this 
rescue equipment, we should vote for the article. Others felt that Meredith 
would not benefit. 

No further discussion 


‘Motion to dismiss the article was voted in the affirmative. 


Article dismissed 


ARTICLE 49. By motion of Chester Brickett, it was moved and duly 
seconded to see if the Town of Meredith will vote to prohibit transportation 
of and storage within the Town, of nuclear fuel, waste products, and all non- 
medical radioactive materials. 


Mr. Brickett said that nuclear waste and transport was a very real 
danger and a serious problem. He had attended a seminar at MIT con- 
cerning this problem. If there was an accident, the local fire and police 
department are not equipped to handle it. Other states have had problems 
and accidents. 


This was a very emotional article with many strong feelings on both 
sides. 


Some of those who spoke in favor of the article were Mr. Brickett, 
Heather Rose and Lynn Smith. Against: John Dever Jr. and Charles Vogler. 
‘here were also people who expressed their concern but felt there were 
problems involved with the passage of the article. 


Walter Mitchell, Town Counsel, said it was a legal article but Meredith 
had no control over state and interstate highways. 


Mr. Plummer said enforcement would be a definite problem. 
No further discussion 


Motion defeated. 


ARTICLE 50. By motion of Warner Plummer, it was moved and duly 
seconded by Harold Wyatt to see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum 
of Thirteen Thousand Dollars ($13,000) from the General Revenue Sharing 
Fund for the purpose of paying for the bounding of roads currently being 
improved for layout and acceptance by the Town. 


Mr. Wyatt said that the Town has miles of road that the bounds are in 
question. He has been working on this project for many months. Because of 
the fact that few of current accepted roads are bounded, the Selectmen felt 
that the Town should undertake the job and complete it over a period of 
years. This being the first year for such a program. 


Mr. Plummer stated that the Town would not accept any road without 
all the necessary titles, easements etc. He said that there was a specific 
number of roads to be bound and it is possible that more funds might be 
required in the future. 
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There were a few questions and observations from the floor concerning 
amount of money and legal problems. 


No further discussion 

Motion passed in the affirmative. 

The Moderator adjourned the meeting at 11:00 P.M. 
A true copy, attest: 


Pauline L. Fournier 
Town Clerk 
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The Great Catastrophe 


At the town meeting held March 15, 1854, it was voted ‘‘that the town of 
Meredith build a new town house at Meredith Village and that the same be 
finished in season for the annual meeting to be holden on the second Tuesday 
of March, 1855.’’ 


The Annual Town Meeting met, pursuant to warning, at 9 a.m., March 
13, 1855 in the yet unfinished Town Hall, erected on a lot at the corner of 
Main and Lake Streets, where the Etcetera Shop is now located. Soon after 
organization, while preparing to take a vote by ballot, the rush of the voters, 
of whom there were from six to eight hundred present, threw so much 
weight upon the timbers sustaining the floor that they gave way and about 
one hundred and fifty were plunged into the basement. Out of this group 
sixty persons were carried from the ruins seriously injured, with broken 
bones, dislocated joints and internal injuries. Four, James W. Durgin, 
Washington Smith, Benjamin Robinson and Nathaniel Nichols, died in a 
short time, a number of others were so injured as to cause their death after a 
longer period, and others were crippled for life. Medical aid was procured 
from all the adjoining towns and from Concord, and it was a long time before 
the community recovered from the effects of the CATASTROPHE. 


This was one of the immediate causes which led to the setting off of 
Meredith Bridge from the mother-town, and in July of the same year, by act 
of the legislature, Meredith was divided and the town of Laconia in- 
corporated. 


Many residents of Meredith Bridge had complained about the long 
distance they had to travel in order to vote and this was considered a valid 


reason by the legislature for dividing the township. 
Solon Colby 


Report Of The Police Department 


1979 was a year of change for the Meredith Police Department. It was 
my first full year as Chief of Police, and I feel it was a most productive year. 


The primary goal of the Police Department is to serve the citizens of this 
community. I heartily encourage citizen participation in using the Police 
Department and its officers in community activities. The most important 
factor to be considered in the operation of a Police Department is how well it 
served its community. 


We are présently involved in a Crime Prevention Program; with this 
program we have an officer visit homes at the request of the awner, and we 
evaluate the homes’ overall security. This visit can be arranged by calling 
the Department and setting a date and time for this visit. 


Another project we undertook this summer was a program of having the 
driver education students go out on patrol with the regular patrol! officer to 
see first hand what types of traffic problems are encountered on daily 
patrols. 


It is my intent to involve this department in as many community 
projects as possible in order to have more people aware of who their police 
officers are and what they are doing for our community. 


In closing, I would like to thank the citizens of this community for their 
overall support of the department during this past year. I-would also like to 
thank the other town departments for their support of my department. 


JOHN P. CURRAN 
CHIEF OF POLICE 


Calls for Service 
Cases Investigated 


Burglaries-Businesses 
Burglaries-Residences 
Thefts 

Stolen Property 

Recovered Stolen Property 
Lost Property 

Found Property 

Suicides (including attempts) 
Drownings 

Criminal! Mischief 

Missing Persons 

Found Persons 
Disturbances 

Criminal Adult Arrest 
Criminal Juvenile Arrest 
Misc. Complaints 


Traffic 


DW! Arrest 

Accidents (including 1 Fatal) 
Summonses 

D.E. Tags 

Warnings 

M-V Checkups 

Radar Checks 

Parking Tickets Issues 
Traffic Control 


Security 


Alarms 
Building Checks 
Doors-Windows Open 


Services 


Medical Assist 

Motorist Assist 

Assist to other Departments 
Escorts to Bank 

Fire Assist 

Messages Delivered 

Misc. Services 

Trips to BCJ-YDC 
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Meredith Fire Department 


During the year 1979, the Fire Department answered a total of 136 
alarms. 


There were 11 building fires, 25 chimney fires, 12 car and truck fires, 6 
car accidents, 4 electrical fires, 4 gas and oil wash-downs, 5 alarm system 
malfunctions, 2 sprinkler alarms, 1 trailer fire, 1 boat fire, 2 flooded oil 
burners, 2 dumpster fires, 2 wood stove fires, 6 school alarm system 
malfunctions, 34 mutual aid calls, 4 false alarms and 15 miscellaneous calls. 


Fifteen Meredith firefighters attended the Lakes Region Mutual Aid 
Fire School on June 2 and 3, at the State Civil Defense Training Center at 
Lily Pond, Gilford. Three Meredith firefighters attended the Fire School in 
Meadowood, Fitzwilliam in September. 


In May, the Fire Department received delivery of a new, high capacity 
deluge gun, which was mounted on top of Engine No. 2. The nozzle has a 
capacity of pushing 1000 gallons of water per minute onto a fire. 


John Bryant, Chief 
Meredith Fire Department 
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Forest Fire Report 


Report Of Forest Fire Warden 
And State Forest Fire Service 
Meredith 


Prevention and control of forest fires is handled through a cooperative 
effort between town-city fire organizations and the State Forest Fire Ser- 
vice. 


Since 1903, when the first forest fire laws were passed by our 
Legislature, the State Forester has appointed someone in each municipality 
as a Forest Fire Warden and charged him with the responsibility of forest 
fire prevention and control within his town-city. This person may ask the 
State Forester to appoint as many Deputy Forest Fire Wardens as may be 
necessary to efficiently carry out his charge. 


The State Forester has divided the State into ten forest fire districts with 
a full time District Forest Fire Chief in each district. The State organization 
is charged with assisting the municipal forest fire organization in any way 
possible. 


State personnel conduct fire training schools, assist with forest fire 
suppression, fire cause investigation, prosecution of fire law violators and 
forest fire prevention programs. Forest fire suppression equipment is 
purchased through State bulk purchasing ability and sold to local forest fire 
organizations at one-half cost. Excess military property is obtained and 
turned over to town-city fire departments at no cost to local departments for 
conversion into fire suppression units. This cooperative arrangement 
between State and municipality has resulted in one of the best forest fire 
records in the United States with less than one-half acre of woodland burned 
in each fire reported. 

1979 Forest Fire Statistics 
No.of Fires No.of Acres 


State 1,099 318 
District 56 115% 
Town 6 2% 


E. Sven Carlson 
District Chief 


Roy E. Howe Sr. 
Warden 


Department of Public Works 


Town Engineer’s Report 


1979 completed the first full year of the consolidation of various 
operational disciplines into a Department of Public Works. These areas are: 

Highway Department 

Water and Sewer Department 

Refuse and Incinerator 

Buildings and Grounds. 


The main objective of this consolidation, which has been most nearly 
achieved in one year, is the optimization of manpower and equipment 
through a general and central pool of resources. Using a public works ad- 
ministrative approach through team management, positive and physical 
results were accomplished with a decrease in operational budget costs - 
specifically in reduction of total work force, material and equipment costs. 


Specific accomplishments which will continue into 1980 are: Preventive 
Maintenance Program for Town Equipment; Street Paving and Sealing 
Program; Experimental Dust Control Procedures; Water Main and 
Hydrant Replacement in connection with Meredith’s Water Facilities 
Planning; Refuse and Landfill; In-house Capital Improvements; Sanitary 
Sewer Facilities Planning including the Winnipesaukee River Basin 
Authority Contract; and the use of Energy Saving Techniques to minimize 
fuel and heating costs. 


The Office of the Town Engineer also provides technical consultation to 
the Meredith Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals. This provides 
expendience to applicants in reviewing and processing while advising the 
respective Boards with technical input so that all information is available to 
them for analysis in their decision making process. 


The Town Engineer also served as Deputy Health Inspector until 
November; at such time the Town Engineer was appointed Health Officer. I 
would like to congratulate Mr. Earle Hardy, former Health Officer, on his 
retirement, and thank him for his efforts and continuing cooperation for 
which the Town of Meredith received outstanding service. 


As Building Inspector, the Town Engineer saw still another year of 
increasing applications for new construction. Only in late fall, with rising 
mortgage interests, did Building Permit Applications drop, where normally 
they would have a continued flow for processing. Below are listed some 1979 
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statistics relating to the type of Building Permit Applications: 


New Construction-Residential 59 
New Construction-Commercial-Industrial 4 
Mobile Homes 12 
Additions and Alterations 113 


I would like to take this opportunity to publicly express my personal 
appreciation and sincere thanks to the men of the Meredith Public Works 
Department for their faithful and efficient service. I also wish to express my 
sincere thanks to the Honorable Board of Selectmen and Town Manager for 
their continuous support, the other Municipal Departments for their utmost 
cooperation and the citizens of the Town of Meredith for their continuous 
appreciation of quality services. 


Respectfully submitted, 


DAVID P. HANLON 
Town Engineer 


KEKE KEKKEKEKEKEKKEKEKEKEKKRKRKEKEKRRER REE KRKEKRERKEKRKEKRKEKEKKKRERSE 


Manufacturing Concern 


The Meredith Shook and Lumber Company was ‘‘the life of the town for 
many years.” It is difficult to overestimate the importance of this en- 
terprise. The company gathered the raw lumber from the countryside, took 
it to the lake shore and from there used powerful little steamers to tow the 
lumber to Meredith. The location of the manufacturing company was where 
the Saint Charles Church is now. Mr. N.B. Wadleigh of Meredith was the 
general manager. About sixty people were employed. The company was 
purchased by Dodge & Bliss, a Jersey City, N.J. company and was in 
existence from about 1860 to 1912. 


Highway Department 


Annual Report 
1979 


The severe winter of 1979 caused many problems. Abnormal snowfall, 
demand for overtime and the equipment breakdowns far exceeded those 
budgeted for. The usual problems of heaves, surface deterioration and 
culvert problems added to a long list of mounting repairs. 


The Accelerated T.R.A. project on Powers Road was completed with 
chip seal early this spring, as was the widening of Cattle Landing Road. 
Main Street was crack-sealed in preparation for resurfacing. 


The road repair program continued as Wagon Wheel, True Road, 
Boynton Road, Pine Hill Estates, Arbutus Hil! Road, Anntom Road, and the 
entrances to Keyser and Old Center Harbor Road were sealed. 


Work continued on the main docks as rub rails and tie posts were in- 
Stalled the entire length of the dock complex. (The majority of the work was 
performed by department personnel. All the oak piling was cut on Town- 
owned property, resulting in substantial savings). 


In addition to the Highway activities, the department lent able 
assistance with many projects; especially the Parks and Playgrounds as all 
maintenance and projects of all parks were assumed by the department. 
The entire dugout complex at Prescott Park was re-roofed and painted as 
well as the addition of 6 new horseshoe courts. The major field used by both 
the Little League and softball was upgraded and levelled for 1980 season. 


As voted by the Town Meeting in March, the Department took delivery 


of a new one-ton truck with plow, a sander, five-ton roll, and new plowing 
equipment for the the International Loader. 
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A new stall to the garage complex was added this fall. The additional 
space will allow for much needed room by both employees and machanics. 


I am happy to report that careful use of equipment and manhour 
planning has saved substantial amounts of energy. Many of the internal 
controls initiated a year ago have resulted in better planning and utilization 
of equipment, and improved response to the public needs. Repairs, 
especially much needed painting and upkeep of equipment, sanders, and 
snow plows were accomplished this year by town personnel. 


In the year ahead, we hope to expand our road repair program and 
much needed sidewalk repairs as time and funds allow. 


HAROLD SARGENT, JR. 
Highway Supervisor 


RREEKKKEKEKRKERKKREKKREEKKEREKKEEKREKRKKKKRKKKKRKKKRKKREREKRE 


One of the first industries in the Village was a Tannery. It was 
established about 1870 by William Fernald and later carried on by George 
Badger. It was located on Hawkins Brook which goes under the road at 
Prescott Park and enters into the creek. Lumbertown is now on the spot. The 
power was furnished by the flow of the water from the brook. George Badger 
at a later time operated a tannery on the hillside back of the present 
Congregational Church. 


Refuse Disposal Facility 


The year 1979 has been a year of stability and yet one of learning. 


The entire disposal system implemented in 1978 has provided in most 
areas the maximum efficiency possible. With the initiation of shift schedules 
and better utilization of manpower, we have almost entirely eliminated the 
problems and inconvenience of the busy summer months. The recycling 
aspects and the cooperation of the public for the most part have been helpful 
in successfully operating the facility. 


We have been able, through the cooperation of the Amatex Corporation, 
to maintain the hazardous waste site, striking a fine balance between the 
strict monitoring of the Federal and State Government without due hardship 
on the Town or the Amatex Corporation. 


The consolidation of the Public Works Department has assisted us in 
providing not only men and equipment when needed, but the utilization of 
different departments’ expertise that would otherwise be costly to our 
operation. 


There are, however, problem areas: the cost of energy as everyone 
realizes has skyrocketed; energy costs have doubled. We have made every 
effort to schedule incinerator burns and maintain the equipment for 
maximum efficiency. But the trash must be burned. 


The planned usage of the “Old Dump” has not met with our ex- 
pectations. Additional land will have to be cleared at the present site to 
handle a growing list of materials, the State of New Hampshire Air Pollution 
Control will no longer let us burn with brush. 


I am happy to report that the incinerators have performed admirably. 
Yet, with each passing year as the tonnage increases in the summer, the 
equipment is showing definite wear. The Staff has made every effort to 
learn the ‘“‘ins’’ and ‘‘outs’’ of all the equipment in an effort to reduce 
maintenance costs. I am happy to report that the Staff are presently doing 
all the necessary repairs eliminating the cost of outside contractors. 
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As a result of the March Town Meeting, we have added much needed 
exhaust fans within the building, and plan to surface the recycling area as 
time allows in the spring of 1980. 


We can be proud that Meredith has a complete solid waste disposal 
system that works. But there is still much more to be accomplished and to 
improve upon. With a dedicated staff and the ongoing cooperation and 
support of the people of Meredith, we will strive to serve you in the coming 
year. 


MARK HAYNES 
Public Works Assistant 


Water Department 


Annual Report 
1979 


The work initiated on the comprehensive water analysis which would 
establish quality standards for public drinking water supplies was com- 
pleted this year. 


To date, the State of New Hampshire’s Water Pollution Supply Control 
Commission is pressing the Town to complete the necessary construction , 
which would include mandated covered storage area according to the 
Federal Safe Drinking Water Act as soon as possible. 


According to finished studies; Lake Waukewan would become the 
Town’s prime water source, thus eliminating the present network of the 
gravity system that initiates from the Town’s source off Reservoir Road. 


The severe winter caused many interruptions of service to homes as the 
frost raised havoc with the systems. 


The year 1979 saw an increase in the department’s activities. The 
program initiated last year to update the Town’s fire hydrants was on 
schedule again this year as 6 hydrants were replaced this year. 


Periodic flow testing again continued at various locations thru the entire 
network to assure proper flow throughout the system. Hydrants were in- 
spected and flushed to insure adequate fire protection. 


I would like to thank the residents of Meredith for their cooperation, 
particularly for their patience and understanding during unavoidable in- 
terruptions of service. I look forward to serving you in the year ahead. 


KENNETH R. HILL 
Superintendent 


47 


Wastewater Department 


Annual Report 
1979 


The new Winnipesaukee River Basin Project Treatment Plant went on 
line and was dedicated this fall. As construction continues updated 
projections now date the entire Laconia network, being connected in the fall 
of 1980 with construction towards Meredith at the same time. It now appears 
that the Meredith system will be linked to this massive project in the fall of 
1982. 


The Facilities Plan, mandated by 1978 Town Meeting was completed 
this year. The study addressed existing and new networks according to set 
priorities as well as identification of points of source pollution and in- 
filtration. 


As in years past, much of the department’s activity has centered around 
the overall maintenance and upkeep of the Treatment Plant and Pumping 
Stations. 


I would like to thank the residents of Meredith for their understanding 
and cooperation over the past year and look forward to serving them in the 
year ahead. 


KENNETH R. HILL 
Superintendent 


Meredith Public Library 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 
January 1, 1979 - December 31, 1979 


It has been an extremely busy and enjoyable year at the library. Again 
we offered extensive services to the community - interlibrary loans; books 
and films for Golden View Health Care Center, the Day Care Center, and 
camps in the area; bookmobile visits; kindergarten, first and second grades 
from Lang Street School, day care and nursery schools coming to the library 
regularly; lending costumes, to name a few. This, above and beyond the 
daily service to patrons Tuesday through Saturday. 


The Summer Reading Club had 220 members with weeks full of events 
and happenings. We also had the annual children’s play and puppet show 
with the library full to capacity during their presentation. Halloween found 
our staff in costume. Once again the Kindergarten classes decorated our 
Christmas tree. A highlight of the holidays was having an open house and 
the tree lighting ceremony on the library lawn. 


The staff attended many local, state and New England meetings. Lydia 
Torr received her Public Library Techniques certificate from the 
University of New Hampshire in July. Nancy Sherman is continuing to take 
these courses. 


Please — If you haven’t visited YOUR library, doso. We area nice place 


to visit. Your interest in the library and your participation in its activities 
are what we are all about. 
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Annual Circulation And Use Registered Borrowers 


Books and Periodicals - 54,316 Adult - 1590 

Audio Visuals - 1,652 Juvenile - 663 

Projectors - 152 Total - 2253 

Grand Total - 55,985 Total 1978 - 2155 

Grand Total 1978 - 53,869 

New Acquisitions Inter-Library Loan 

Purchases, Books - 891 1979 - 299 

Audio Visuals - 106 1978 - 236 

Gifts - 269 

Lost or Discard - 2,285 Periodicals And Newspapers 

Net Total - 17,968 

Net Total 1978 - 18,987 Purchases - 43 
Gifts and Newspapers - 58 
Total - 101 


Lydia Torr, Librarian 
Marilyn Rushton, Asst. Librarian 


FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 


The year 1979 was one of many varied activities for the Friends. One of 
the most dramatic involvements was the creation of a fantastic mural in the 
children’s room. Materials for this endeavor were donated by the Friends. 
Heidi Wallace, a local artist, donated her time and talents to make the 
characters come alive. To complete the room the Friends purchased bean 
bag seats for the children’s area as well as for the young adult area. 


Andrew Merton, contributing writer for the Boston Globe and the N.H. 
Journal, gave the Friends an interesting insight into the literary world at a 
winter meeting. 


In an effort to acquaint the residents of the area with the Friends and the 
Library, a wine tasting became one of the highlights of the year. Aided by 
the Gordon’s of Stem to Stem, the evening was a true success. The surprise 
of the event was a visit from a presidential aspirant! 


Other programs included book sales, sponsorship of the summer 
reading program, a tour of the Shaker Village in Canterbury, and our 
monthly book deliveries to the Golden View Nursing Home. 

The Friends are reorganizing and would enjoy having any citizens in- 


terested in helping the library come to the Friends meetings held on the first 
Wednesday of the month at 9:30 A.M. at the library. 


Submitted by: 


Eileen J. Harris 
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Report Of The 
Meredith Conservation Commission 


1979 


The Meredith Conservation Commission has held regular monthly 
meetings throughout 1979 to review dredge and fill applications presented to 
the Conservation Commission by the Town Clerk’s office. Applications were 
investigated and recommendations made. In addition, the Commission 
continued to review use of town-owned land, wet lands, open space and 
historic sites and buildings. 


The Commission has had representation at the public hearings of 
Environmental Engineers, Inc., reviewing wastewater collection and 
disposal; and members expressed their opinions. 


Representatives of the Conservation Commission attended the four 
meetings of the Municipal Law Lecture series presented at the Humiston 
Building from September 20 thru October 18, 1979. 


During the year, Eva Marie Olsen and Gilda Keenan were appointed to 
fill the unexpired terms of Alzora Hale Eldridge and Jane Knowlton. 


With the acquisition, by the Town, of the Hamlin property on Lake 
Wicwas, the Commission is looking forward to having some input regarding 
the use of this property. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Edwin W. Moulton, Chairman 
Gilda C. Keenan 

Eva Marie Olsen 

Harold L. Pierson, D.M.D. 
John O. Thompson 

Charles L. Woodman 

Harold G. Wyatt 


52 


Lakes Region Planning Commission 


The Lakes Region Planning Commission is pleased to submit the 
following information outlining the programs, accomplishments and 
services provided the community this past year: 


The Commission has continued its efforts to develop pertinent in- 
formation and programs that will address the concerns and needs of the 
local Planning Board, Board of Selectmen, Conservation Commission and 
interested citizens. Many of these programs have been of direct and im- 
mediate value to individual communities, which enables strengthening of 
local planning efforts. The following programs of general interest were 
provided: 


Comprehensive Master Planning: The program was aimed at people 
directly involved in the Master Planning process. It outlined the objectives 
of the master plan document, the need of a master plan based on State 
Planning Enabling Legislation and the determination of what the plan 
should include. 


New Hampshire Department of Public Works and Highways - 5 Year 
Action Plan: Informational meeting to provide communities with 
knowledge of highway projects under consideration, in planning stages and- 
or scheduled for future construction. 


Municipal Law Lecture Series: This fourth annual program provided a 
series of four lectures on Planning Law for Planning Boards, Boards of 
Selectmen and other local officials. Nearly forty individuals attended each 
session. 


Winter Road Maintenance Seminar: An effort of the LRPC’s Water 
Quality Implementation Program recommending managed and minimal 
use of road salt on both local and State highways and to assure proper 
storage of salt. The report, ‘‘Use of Road Salt in the Lakes Region,”’ was 
prepared for distribution. 


Economic Development Program Meeting: Sponsored a meeting to 
review and update the region’s Overall Economic Development Program, 
provide an opportunity to discuss current economic problems and op- 
portunities and determine appropriate economic development priorities for 
the region. 
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Wetlands Protection Program: To provide local officials and Con- 
servation Commissions an opportunity to ask questions and obtain in- 
formation regarding new wetlands protections legislation and to review a 
model Wetlands Conservation District Ordinance as proposed by the Lakes 
Region Planning Commission. 


Growth and Growth Impact: A program provided to address the issue of 
economic impact of growth on local communities, including a case study 
analysis of a residential subdivision, tax revenues anticipated vs. school and 
non-school costs generated by the development. 


Other Programs 


Development Assessments: A program to assist member communities 
in assessing local impacts of large development proposals on the com- 
munity has been initiated by the Planning Commission. All assessments will 
be carried out by a team of scientific and technical experts. The makeup of 
the Assessment Team will vary depending upon the nature of the proposals. 
Professionals on the team will include a Regional Planner, Soil Con- 
servationist, Biologist, Geologist and an Economist. 


This program has been made possible by a grant from the National 
Science Foundation. 


Taxicabs: A Transportation Opportunity: A study which presents an 
overview and analysis of taxi service in the Gilford, Laconia, Tilton, 
Franklin sector of the region, recommending a program of providing a 
subsidized taxi service to improve transportation opportunities for senior 
citizens, minimal handicapped persons and low to middle income in- 
dividuals. A report focuses on developing specific recommendations 
directed toward implementation of a low-cost taxi service program. 


Planning Legislation: The Planning Commission developed and 
provided each community with an 8-page Legislative Summary of Planning 
Laws passed in 1979. The synopsis contained new laws which are of most 
interest to local officials concerned with planning. 


Local Assistance - 1979: The following information and local assistance 
were provided to Meredith by the Planning Commission: 


-Provided assistance in developing a community citizen survey, in- 
cluding conducting the survey and tabulation. 


-Met with the Police Department to discuss grants and funding sources. 
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-Provided the Planning Board with information and recommendations 
to amend the Subdivision Regulations, basing minimum lot size on soils and 
slopes. 


-Provided assistance to the business community, assisted in the for- 
mation of an Economic Development Committee and development of an 
Economic Development Survey. 


-Met with Planning Board and provided information on subdivision 
standards, including recommended parking standards for boating sub- 
divisions. 


ROBERT W. VARNEY 
Regional Planner 


RREEKEKEKKERKEKERKEKEKRKEKEKKEKKKEKRKEKRREREKEKEKKKEKKRKKERKEKEKKEKEKRE 


Lake Waukewan was once called ‘Wigwam Pond.’ Early surveyors ran 
across an old abandoned wigwam near the outlet in 1749 and it went by that 
name for several years. Others say it got its name by being triangular in 
shape like a tepee or wigwam. 
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The Lakes Region Association 


Report of the Executive Secretary 
July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979 


With all of the problems that have happened this past year we are 
pleased to report that the Association has had a good year with a budget 
increase of 17 percent in Income and 16 percent in Expenses. Some of the 
highlights were... 


Shortly after opening this fiscal year, we agreed to place the Where to 
Book on a computer, and so the entire book was reset, and increased to 128 
pages, with a print order of 55,000 copies. We are very pleased with the new 
type faces and think it looks clear and sharp. 


Your Secretary participated at the Eastern States Exposition in 
manning the Information Booth in the New Hampshire Building. 


In October we put together a new Cooperative Advertising-Mailing 
Program that involved eight of the Chambers of Commerce and eight 
Attractions or private operators. In this program we raised over $7,700. 
from Chambers and an additional $2,500. from individuals. We requested a 
grant from the New England Regional Commission of $2,500. to match the 
raised money and placed a white spaced advertising program totaling over 
$9,600. and this program brought individual requests for over 19,000 kits of 
literature, and at the end of our Fiscal year was still bringing in requests. At 
this point in time the over-all cost was $.47 per inquiry. As the gasoline 
Situation became difficult in May and June we would like to think that the 
amount of literature we had in the hands of prospective vacationers was 
helpful in making our season better than some other parts of New Hamp- 
Shire. 


Our kit of literature was good looking and most comprehensive, and the 
manner in which it was handled got it into the hands of the vacationer 
without too much of a time delay — a valuable point in this business. 


Attractions 


The Lakes Region Attractions operated without the participation of Mt. 
Whittier this year. Also in March the Wolfeboro Railroad made its an- 
nouncement to dissolve. However, the remaining members raised sufficient 
funds to accomplish the several programs they desired. Prior to the season 
opening they held an excellent familiarization tour for Information booth 
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operators and Highway Rest Area people, as well as several members of the 
press. They produced 500,000 brochures and completed an excellent 
distributing program of these. 


Maps and Charts 


Again Duncan Fitchet corrected and printed a new version of the 
Winnipesaukee Navigational Chart. There are a total of six Lake charts now 
available. This year saw a new edition of the Central Lakes Region Map 
which has not been updated since 1969 and was long out of print. 


NHAL 
Your Secretary again coordinated the N.H. Accommodations Directory 
for the State Office of Vacation Travel. 200,000 copies were printed and 
delivered on time, as well as 40,000 in a French version. The Lakes Region 
sections cover eight pages in this brochure. 


Shows & Malls 
Cindy Hodges, the office secretary spent two days at the Boston Sports & 
Travel Show, which was a good experience and saved time for the Executive 
Secretary. With the accelerating costs of travel, I did not attend the usual 
assortment of Travel Shows, but did give days at the Peabody Mall, in 
Massachusetts and at the Portland Maine Mall show, at the State Infor- 
mation Booth. 


Gasoline 

In May the area was hit with the gasoline shortage. A reporting system 
was set up and weekly calls were made to keep current information at the 
Gasoline reporting telephone lines in Concord at the Office of Vacation 
Travel. This reporting plus many meetings that were set up to cope with the 
reduced vacation travelers were most time consuming at an already busy 
time of year. However by mid-July the volume of traffic was nearly back to 
normal. But the damage had been done, the final balance sheets will tell the 
Story for all types of businesses. 


Organizations 
We have worked very closely with the Travel Council on energy 
problems, as well as promotional efforts. We try to keep in close touch with 
the many organizations within the region. We held a Workshop in 
cooperation with the Greater Ossipee Area Chamber and although the at- 
tendance was less than the 1978 Workshop, it received some fine com- 
pliments as being most helpful to the small individual operators. 


We are pleased with the year’s efforts and we appreciate that with the 
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reduction in business that inflation and gasoline inconveniences have 
brought that our coming year will not be an easy one. Many businesses will 
need to cut costs since incomes are reduced, so we must watch our budget 
carefully. 


We are proud that our members get such a high return for their dollars 
spent in the Region budget. The turn-over effect of the tourist dollars has 
certainly been noticed in this season that is not up to normal standards. 
Hopefully, the season will be a long one and many will be able to make up for 
the slow start. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Mildred A. Beach, Exec. Sec. 
THE LAKES REGION ASSOCIATION 


KEKEKKEKEKKKERKEKERKKERKEEKRKRRKEKREKRREKEKREKREKRKKERKERREKKEKEE 


Shad and Salmon 


Our forefathers told marvelous stories about the abundance of fish in 
the Merrimac and its two main branches, the Pemigewasset and Win- 
nipesaukee. These were not the degenerate species of suckers, shiners and 
perch which we occasionally see, but shad and salmon, fat, luscious, huge 
and moving upstream in such vast numbers as to blacken the river with 
their backs, and what was singular in their habits was that though they 
migrated from the ocean through the whole length of the Merrimac in 
company, yet on reaching the fork of the two rivers in Franklin, they in- 
variably separated, the shad passing up the Winnipesaukee to deposit their 
spawn in the lake and the salmon up the Pemigewasset. 


Thus the inhabitants of one valley feasted on salmon, those of the other 
on shad. The story goes that after a few years their faces gradually assumed 
the peculiarly characteristic expressions of the fish that formed their staple 
food so that when you met a man on the road, you could tell at a glance 
whether he was a shad-eater or a salmon consumer. This line of 
demarkation between the settlers of the Winnipesaukee and Pemigewasset 
Valleys flowed so strongly in the blood of their descendants that for many 
years marriages seldom or never took place between people of Franklin and 
Tilton or Bristol and Laconia. 


The building of large dams and manufacturing cities on the Merrimac 
below have hindered them from making their annual pilgrimage from the 
sea and very rarely is a stray shad or salmon captured, even so far up the 


river as Nashua. 
Solon Colby 


MEREDITH PLANNING BOARD 


The Meredith Planning Board once again put in a very busy year. We have 
seen a rise in all aspects of planning from subdivisions to preliminary plans 
and general appointments. 

As we enter 1980, the Board is looking forward to one major project in 
particular. This is the updating of Meredith’s Master Plan. With your vote of 
support, it is our hope to complete this project in the next two years. At the 
end of that time, it is our intention to use this information for future planning 
goals and decisions that this Board will make. We feel this project will serve 
the best interests of the community. 

In closing I would like to thank each Board member for their support and 
the time they have given during 1979. I would particularly like to thank 
former regular members David Walsh and John Farrington. Mr. 
Farringtion is returning to the Board as an alternate. I would also like to 
thank our Town Engineer David Hanlon, for the help and input he has given 
to the Board throughout the year. It is greatly appreciated. 


Gary S. Fletcher, Chairman Alternates: 

Mary C. Guariglia, Vice Chairman Edward S. Varney 
William Moscardini, Jr. Secretary John Farrington 
Robert A. Johnson Marilyn Plummer 
Walter L. Mitchell 

Ivor Thomas Clerk: 

Harold G. Wyatt Marilyn Plummer 
Subdivisions presented: 29 

Subdivisions approved: 24 

Site Plans presented 23 

Site Plans approved: 21 

Boundary Line Adj. 6 

Appointments and Discussions: 87 
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Board Of Adjustment 


1979 saw a Slight drop in the number of cases heard by the board of 
adjustment. We attribute this drop to change in status of mobile homes, 
from a special exception to a variance. Due to the change we received only 
three applications for a mobile home variance. 


This change of status of mobile homes has created some controversy in 
the town, and hopefully it will be settled at this year’s town meeting. 


As in past years, our major area of requests is for a variance to con- 
struct a building closer to the property lines than the ordinance allows. 


Summary of Activity for 1979 


Variance 30 
Special exception 4 
Re-hearing 5 
Withdrawn 3 
Not applicable 1 
23 Granted 
12 Denied 


We have had two decisions disputed and taken to Superior Court. The 
first case regarded a mobile home and our decision was upheld. The second 
case is regarding the Mt. Washington Steamship Co., and as of this writing, 
we have not heard the outcome. 


A number of personnel changes have taken place during the past year, 
and I would like to thank Martin Larson and Jonathan James for their past 
services to the board. 


We continue to seek all constructive criticism of your zoning board 
either by mail or by your attendance at any of our meetings. 


Edward McLear, Chairman 


Harry Wood Alternates 
Stephen Nedeau Geoffrey Cunningham 
Robert Prescott Carroll Hunter 
Donald Fisken 

Clerk 

Marilyn Plummer 
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Parks & Recreation Department 


Highlighting 1979 was the beginning of a year-round recreational 
program. A great deal of time was spent developing an organizational 
format for the department, assessing needs for services and coordinating 
other organizations, clubs and services, thus avoiding duplication. Our 
programming has expanded in scope to include all age groups; pre-school 
thru senior citizens in physical, cultural and social recreation programs. 


The department has developed a strong working relationship with the 
schools and police departments which has enabled us to collectively gear 
our efforts towards providing youth service. We have been able to expand 
our programming through the use of school facilities. In return the parks 
have been the home fields for school Baseball and Softball teams and 
enabled ice skating to become part of the physical education curriculum in 
the elementary school. Together we are developing a physical fitness trail 
on school district and town property. 


Vandalism ran rampant through our parks and beaches this year. From 
spring to fall incidents occurred daily and special patrols had no apparent 
effect on the problem. Our year ended with a dugout being driven through at 
Prescott Park. Total vandalism approximately $4,000.00. 


This year we began assessing ‘‘user fees’’ for some of our specialized 
programs and services. We began this policy in an attempt to become as 
self-supporting as possible. This policy was met with mixed reactions. After 
great debate this policy was determined to be in the best interest of the 
Town. 


In November Larry Swain resigned from the Commission after ten (10) 
years of service to the Town of Meredith. Mark Gallagher, former juvenile 
officer for the town, was appointed to the Commission by the Board of 
Selectmen for a three year term. 


The Parks and Recreation Department will continue in 1980 to provide 
the best in recreational services at the most cost effective and efficient 
manner. For the Parks and Recreation Department and Commission I 
respectfully submit this annual report for inclusion in the 1979 Town Report. 


JOHN M. STYGLES Dorothy Hartson 
Director of Parks & Recreation Robert J. Dever 
Drew Tracey 
WILLIAM LAMPER Mark Gallagher 
Chairman Recreation Commission Parks & Recreation Commission 
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Meredith Chamber Of Commerce 


ANNUAL REPORT 
October 1, 1978 - September 30, 1979 


The Board of Directors held twelve regular meetings and four breakfast 
meetings during the past year. The Directors serving were: George 
Hawkins, who took over the Chairmanship from Heather Rose in August, 
Paul Kiah, William Harris, Virginia Philp, Norma Hughes filling the 
unexpired term of Lee Bosworth, Kenneth Boucher filling the unexpired 
term of Russell Brown, Judith Scothorne, and Ellen Burns, Treasurer. 


Two special meetings of the general membership were called during the 
course of the year. One meeting was called for the purpose of changing the 
name from the Meredith Civic Association to the Meredith Chamber of 
Commerce, and the other for amending the by-laws. 


The highlights of the past year’s activities include the following: the 
Annual Meeting held in October at Hart’s Turkey Farm Restaurant, two 
Santa’s parties in December for the area children, the Spring Social at 
Waukewan Golf Club in May, the Fourth of July Fireworks Display, the 
Community Fair in July, and the Flea and Farmer’s Market in August. 


One of the major concerns of the Chamber was the gasoline availability 
this summer. Weekly calls were made to all the area dealers checking on 
their supplies. This information was then phoned to Concord where the State 
maintained the Energy Information Phone. 


Many long hours went into the planning of the 1979 Brochure and the 
Maps of Meredith. The maps are available for resale through the Chamber. 
The brochures, of which 35,000 were printed, were distributed through 
mailings, mall shows, Inter-State Rest Areas, Information Centers, and 
Expositions. 


The fireworks display expenses plus insurance totaled $1618.00, of which 
$1500.00 was received from the Town. At the Information Booth, $2923.07 was 
expended for wages and related expenses and $595.30 for operating ex- 
penses. $2000.00 was received from the Town to help defray these costs. A 
complete Treasurer’s report is available for inspection at the Town Office. 


The Secretary answered 207 inquiries concerning a wide variety of 
subjects pertaining to the area. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Meta Ohman 
Secretary 
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Lakes Region General Hospital 
Laconia, New Hampshire 


December 14, 1979 


Mr. Edward Schuette 

Town Manager 

Town of Meredith 

Municipal Office Building 
Meredith, New Hampshire 03253 


Dear Mr. Schuette: 


We again request that your Budget Committee include an ap 
propriations request for the Hospital to assist us in the purchasing of 
equipment during the coming year. 


During 1979, 733 residents of Meredith were admitted to the Hospital and 
stayed 4,398 days. Of these patients, 34 were provided service in the amount 
of $23,327.49 for which the Hospital did not receive payment. 


Our 1980 budget for the purchase of new and replacement equipment 
totals $234,563. This does not include the unanticipated emergency 
replacements which generally always occur. 


If we can provide any additional information to assist your Committee 
in its deliberations, please let us know. 


Sincerely, 


Cecil R. Holland 
Treasurer 
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Meredith Public Health 
Nursing Association 


Located between Needlework Corner & Village Fabrics 


Staff: 
June A. Plummer, Executive Director-Supervisor 
Jane H. Kiah, R.N. 
Susan Slovenski, Physical Therapist 
Judy Picard, Homemaker Home Health Aide 
Dolores A. Hill, Secretary Bookkeeper 


The patient case load for 1979 is as follows: 
Meredith: 
1504 home visits made by nurses 
580 office visits 
236 blood pressure readings at monthly clinics 
108 physical therapy visits 
732 homemaker home health aide visits 
8 weekend visits 


Center Harbor: 
92 home visits made by nurses 
182 blood pressure readings at monthly clinics 
5 homemaker home health aide visits 
1 weekend visit 


During the year of 1979 contributions were gratefully received in 
memory of Elizabeth Anderson, Phillip Bartlett, Florence Beem, Helen 
Heffernan, Wm. W. Keller, Alzena R. Maloney, Evelyn Sprague, Iva Turner 
and Donald Weeks. 


Our free blood pressure clinics are held the second Wednesday of each 
month in Center Harbor at the Cary Mead Room from 12:00 Noon to 3:00 
P.M., and in Meredith at 74 Main Street the third Wednesday of each month. 


We are planning a Health Fair during the fall of 1980, in conjunction with 
the Lion’s Club. 


The Morning Alert program, which was started in 1978 is still in effect, 
and continues to be a worthwhile project. Please call our office, 279-6611 for 
further information. 


June A. Plummer, R.N. 
Executive Director-Supervisor 
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Inter-Lakes Day Care Center 
and Nursery School 


Report to the Towns 


This year has been a very busy year for your Day Care Center. During 
the last twelve months 158 children were served from 118 families from 
eleven towns in the Inter-Lakes region. Operating on a year-round basis 
from 6:30 a.m. to5:30 p.m. the Day Care Center has made it possible for the 
parents of 132 children to maintain employment bringing into the com- 
munity a combined income of well over a million dollars! As a private, non- 
profit agency governed by a volunteer Board of Directors consisting of 
parents and interested people from the community, the Center operates a 
comprehensive preschool program for three to six year olds, and a before- 
and-after school program for children of elementary school age. In 
providing for social, emotional, physical, and educational development a 
full range of services is offered including education, health care, vision and 
hearing screening, immunizations, dental care, nutrition, and information 
and referral. As a participant in the New Hampshire Child Care Food 
Program sponsored by USDA, hot lunches, breakfasts, and snacks are 
served daily. During the last year 8,222 lunches, 3,542 breakfasts, and 18,351 
snacks were served. 


The total budget of the Inter-Lakes Day Care Center for 1980 is 
$128,513.00. Of this we will be receiving in tuition paid by parents $54,962.83, 
$16,603.40 from N.H. Child Care Food Program (USDA), and $13,764.00 from 
CETA. This also includes the following: $43,182.77 of which $21,006.57 is Title 
XX, $12,406.35 from Aid to Families with Dependent Children, and $9,769.85 
which must be obtained in local funding in order to receive the federal 
amount. The money we receive from the towns that we serve is matched 
three times by the federal government. 


Area residents are always invited to visit the Inter-Lakes Day Care 
Center and Nursery School at 11 Lang Street in Meredith. 


Enrollment by Towns - 1979 


Meredith - 112 Bristol - 2 
Center Harbor - 22 Sandwich - 1 
Moultonboro - 7 Tilton -1 
Laconia - 6 Holderness - 4 
Ashland - 1 Plymouth - 1 


Tamworth - 1 
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N.H. Humane Society Report 


Town Manager and Selectmen 
Town of Meredith 
Meredith, N. H. 


Gentlemen: 


For the calendar year 1979, the N.H. Humane Society shelter on 
Meredith Center Road received from the Meredith Dog Officer and 
Meredith residents 432 stray or unwanted animals. Town residents brought 
206 dogs or puppies, and 142 cats or kittens, while the Dog Officer brought 69 
stray dogs or puppies and 15 cats or kittens. 


The Society received and investigated twenty-two possible cruelty 
complaints, none of which required court action. 


The Animal Control Agreement which the Society offers the Town of 
Meredith provides your animal control officer and town residents with an 
excellent community service. Our budget appropriation request, which has 
been approved by the State Department of Revenue Administration, is the 
same as 1979, $1,100.00. 


For this consideration, the Society provides a suitable shelter, making it 
available 24 hours a day for your animal control officer to leave strays or 
restrain animals. This satisfies your Town’s requirement under Chapter 
442-A, Rabies Control Act. The Society will assist your animal control officer 
in any unusual animal problems, cremate dead animals and investigate 
possible cruelty complaints. 


For your residents, the Society’s shelter is open seven days a week 
(except holidays) from 10-5 p.m. to receive unwanted animals or assist them 
with animals that must be humanely put to sleep. A small donation is 
requested for these services. We will also assist in the return of lost pets and 
offer healthy animals for adoption. A limited spaying and neutering 
program for dogs and cats is available to all residents. Free booklets to 
assist in the care of and training of pets are available, as well as the services 
of a full-time humane education department for your schools and adult 
groups. 


We feel that the 1980 Animal Control Agreement is fair and complete, 
offering good animal control. We invite everyone to visit our shelter and to 


become familiar with its many services. 
Sincerely, 


Fritz T. Sabbow 
Executive Director 
N. H. Humane Society 


January 7, 1980 
Town Manager & Selectmen 
Town of Meredith 
Meredith, N.H. 03253 


Gentlemen: 


The 1979 totals on the number of animals from the Town of Meredith 
brought to the N.H. Humane Society shelter are as follows: 


By your Animal Control Officer: 


Dogs and Puppies 69 
Cats and Kittens 15 
Total 84 

By Meredith residents: 
Dogs and Puppies 206 
Cats and Kittens 142 
Total 348 


Total number of dogs, pups, cats, kittens 
from the Town of Meredith 432 


Your Society’s shelter has been inspected and licensed by the State and 
fulfills your licensed dog pound requirements. It also complies with RSA 
442: A, the Rabies Control Act for holding stray dogs. 


Every town has stray and animal problems. We encourage the Town of 
Meredith, and especially the animal control officer, to use our services more 
in 1980. 


Sincerely, 


Fritz T. Sabbow 
Executive Director 


67 


Meredith Area 
C.A.P. Outreach Office 


ANNUAL REPORT 


The Meredith Area Center has continued to provide comprehensive 
services to your Community during 1979. We have grown from an outreach 
office to an Area Center allowing for programs to be directed at the 
Meredith location with more full-time staff available to residents on a 
continuing basis. We are continually revising our programs to meet the 
needs of our low income and elderly families. 


Information and Referral 


A service which is available to all, information and referral provides 
information on social services, employment, child care, consumer 
education, health, nutrition and housing. When appropriate, referrals are 
made to other agencies who can provide direct help in meeting specific 
needs. We have serviced 210 individual people this year. Not recorded are 
many more who have taken advantage of this area of service. 


Energy Crisis Assistance Program (ECAP) 


This was a program designed to aid families who were unable to keep up 
with the high cost of energy during the winter of 1979-80. It provided up to 
$400.00 per family for payment of fuel bills, obtaining fuel or providing food 
and clothing for those whose money ‘was spent for the high cost of energy. 
We were able to assist 105 households through this program. 


Weatherization 


Our weatherization program this year provided aluminum storm 
windows and doors to eligible families. We also continued to provide plastic, 
insulation and weather stripping when needed. A close relationship con- 
tinues with the New Hampshire Housing Commission providing access to 
benefit of Section 8 Housing Assistance. 


Food Coop 


The food coop enjoys continued success with the membership growing 
and a variety of foods available to suit the needs of the individual families. 
Volunteers play a major role in the success of this program which realized 
an average weekly gross of $700.00. 
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Family Planning 


Continued outreach and group education programs have proved suc- 
cessful in enrolling 51 women in the Family Planning Program. In addition 
to medical care, patients may request VD tests, pregnancy tests, counseling 
and educational services, all free of charge. Appointments are made at the 
Family Planning Office at the Community Action Program Center in 
Laconia. 


Operation Green Thumb 


Vegetable seed, tomato plants, seed potatoes and fertilizer were 
distributed to eligible families in the spring. On donated land Community 
Action Program employees and volunteers planted gardens and distributed 
the produce among senior citizens and needy families. 


Elderly Nutrition Program 


Besides Meals-on-Wheels and Congregate Meals, the Elderly Nutrition 
Program also provides Senior Citizens with information and referral, 
counseling, escort service, shopping assistance, nutrition education and 
recreation. The staff is available for field trips and transportation of 
Congregate clients from their homes to the meal site. 


Rural Transportation Service 


The Belknap County Rural Transportation Service is designed to help 
Senior Citizens and low income persons in need of transportation to medical 
and dental appointments, shopping, senior citizen activities and various 
other errands. One day each week the Meredith C.A.P. bus provides round- 
trip service from Meredith to Laconia with stops wherever riders request. 


CELESTE M. LOVETT 
Area Director 
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Report By Marshall French 


Majority Leader 
N.H. House of Representatives 


The 1979 Regular Session of the Legislature ended with little fanfare, on 
time and most importantly, with a surplus budget and no increase in taxes. 
Of all of the legislative sessions I have been involved in, this past session 
was certainly the best organized and there was a very good working 
relationship between the House and the Senate. It is in this atmosphere that 
the best legislation is formulated. 


New Hampshire became the 30th state in the Union to pass a resolution 
calling on Congress to balance the federal budget. Although it is difficult to 
pinpoint the exact causes of inflation, when our Congress continually passes 
deficit budgets and spends more than it has, then they are to a great extent 
responsible for feeding the fires of inflation. Hopefully, Congress will get the 
message and pay more attention to the people back home and balance the 
budget. 


Although the immediate impact may not be felt, the passage of House 
Bill 388 helps to insure the Judicial Branch of our State government as a co- 
equal branch along with the Legislative and Executive. The Judicial Branch 
will now submit its own budget, independent of the Executive. This may not 
seem like a major piece of legislation that will effect all of the citizens of 
New Hampshire, but House Bill 388 certainly reinforces our basic system of 
constitutional government and the separation of powers. 


My efforts to establish a district court in Meredith have to some extent 
paid off, at least on the basis of having implemented a circuit rider concept. 
Under this system, the Laconia District Court will hold periodic sessions in 
Meredith, which is certainly more convenient and economical for the people 
in our area. 


As always, I am concerned with legislation that imposes added ex- 
penses to the cities and towns in our State. I am pleased to report the 
legislature has passed two very significant pieces of legislation that in effect 
create a time delay and warning system to the cities and towns on matters 
concerning local spending and budgets. When our state government man- 
dates programs (in most cases it is the Federal Government that forces the 
State), it is then the responsibility of the local government to come up with 
the necessary tax money. In the past this has created many problems 
because the towns and cities had already established their tax rates only to 
find they need to raise more money to pay for a mandated program. Under 
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this newly enacted law that I originally sponsored, mandated programs can 
be delayed until the town or city adopts the budget for the following year. 
This will not stop the mandated program, but it will allow the necessary 
time for budgetary planning. 


Closely related to this was the passage of House Bill 356 that addresses 
the same problem of passing costs on to the local government. This bill 
requires future legislation that could have a fiscal impact on towns, cities, 
and counties to be thoroughly evaluated as to the cost burden on these local 
units of government. This fiscal impact note must be attached to the bill 
before any significant action is taken. Simply stated, legislators will now 
have much more information when they deal with fiscal matters that affect 
our cities and towns. 


It would not be possible to mention all of the bills that passed this 
session, in this report, so I invite anyone that has any specific questions 
regarding legislation or other matters to contact me either in Meredith (279- 
4366) or Concord (271-3661). 


MARSHALL FRENCH 
House Majority Leader 
Belknap County, District I 
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Town Clerk Report 


1979 
Vital Statistics 
Births 53 
Marriages 30 
Deaths 60 


Deaths of non-residents buried in Meredith - 19 


Legislative law has tightened the issuance of information on Vital 
Statistics. We are sorry but sometimes your requests cannot be honored. 
Many people are researching their family roots. Records prior to 1900 are 
open to the public, others only to direct family members. 





Financial Report 

Auto $124,064.10 
Misc. 3,775.28 
(recordings, certified copies, U.C.C. filings) 

Dogs (418) 2,055.40 
Bicycles (59) 59.00 
Filing Fees 3.00 
TOTAL $129,956.78 


There is an average of 425 permits issued each month. There is a 
legislative bill pending so that renewals of registrations can be completed at 
the Town Clerk’s office with the issuance of the state renewal decal. 


A bill was passed 09-01-79 to equalize the mill rate on registrations. You 
will pay only 12 months on any mill rate regardless of the date of birth or the 
date of purchase. There is also a new registration form that shows the 
break-down of the charges. The owner now will get the top copy to avoid the 
problem of fading. 


The State of N.H. has strict requirements to register motor vehicles. 
The requirements are ever-changing. If you have any questions, please call 
the Town Clerk. Insufficient data will unnecessarily delay your registration. 


I will be happy to help you in any way that is possible; don’t hesitate to 
call. 
Pauline L. Fournier 
Town Clerk 
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Vital 


Statistics 


Births 


Registered in the Town of Meredith, New Hampshire 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1979 








Date of Maiden Name 
Birth Child’s Name Father of Mother 
Jan. 
2 Mira Rose George VanDine Frances Cyr 


5 Paul Jonathan Robert P. Ambrose Marilyn Sabella 

8 Wesly Scott Peter J. Ruel Jayne M. Wright 
10 Jeffrey David David D. Blake Susan K. Brough 
19 Christopher Wesley Donald E. Kimball Rebecca R. Woodward 
21 Angela Holly Robin D. Davis Linda A. Reed 
26 Jason Clark David B. Kuether Paige W. Montana 
27 Paul Jr. Paul Dillon Katheen E. Coleman 
Feb. 

8 Portia O’Shea Thomas P. Lawrence Sheila E. Gilman 
15 Tarra Anne Roger F. Sorell Niki M. Clow 
20 Jason Nicholas Timothy A. Dunn Kathy M. Hamel 
21 Karen Ann Ronald W. Herbert Beverly A. Hurd 
Mar 

3 Angela Jean Joseph T. Cristiano Nancy L. Kearney 

4 Jessica Lea Warren A. Haigh Janice K. Hill 

5 Jason Robert Russell E. Weeks Pamela R. Davock 
6 Bradford Alan Drew E. Tracey Brenda G. Palmer 

6 Evan Patrick John P. Rosset Gina G. Powell 
10 William Adam Robert S. Potter Elizabeth B. Ely 
12 Tanya Marie Leslie B. Weeks Rita M. Duclos 
22 Lauren Holmes Ned W. Very Joan V. Stephens 
Apr. 

5 Noah Bellatty Paul W. Smith Lynn Montana 
14 Amanda Norma Stanley D. Huckins Carol S. Bonner 
27 Mindy Ann Bryan J. Prescott Hollis E. Haensch 
28 Nathaniel Allen Gary S. Brown Catherine M. LaBrecque 
30 James Robert Terry L. Copp Sheila M. Vachon 
May 

5 Harleigh Richard Lloyd Richard L. Stebbins Beverly J. Westover 
15 Even Maurice Donald B. Dow Ruth A. Witham 
15 Patrick James Geoffrey R. Cunningham Nancy E. Gray 
16 Andrew Charles Charles E. Dorais Martha J. Werdin 
19 Geoffrey Philip Anthony P. Signorelli Priscilla R. Hicks 
June 
11 Amanda Jean Michael J. Lord Janice H. Whitcher 
16 Jeremy John Norman E. Tetreault Susan J. Forsberg 
7 Stacey Lynn Peter W. Beede Barbara J. Grieco 
26 Steven John II Steven J. Blake Sandra L. McGuigan 
July 

9 Elisa Mae Dale A. Post Cindy F. Davis 
16 Brian James Michael C. Dorman Juliette R. St. Onge 
24 Andi Lee Italino Pietrantonio Jr. Jean F. Goss 
24 Jacob Andrew Brian M. VanDeinse Debora L. Veni 
Aug. 

4 Jesse Wayne David E. King Chery! L. Durand 

7 Sheila Anne David A. Pepper Patricia Broccoli 

8 Shaun Paul Paul D. Dutile Kim Hanefeld 

14 James Lawrence I! James L. Taylor Lora L. Weeks 
15 Richard Philip John L. Haddock Donna M. Carimark 
7 Christopher Bartlett David H. Boynton Jean E. Bartlett 
27 Gregory Douglas Rodney S. Wilson Cheryl A. Potter 
Oct. 

11 Meredith Michele John L. Mucci III Sandra J. Miller 
31 Bonnie Anne David R. Winsor Kathleen M. Gibson 
Nov. 

16 Meriza Lee Bradford Nudd Pamela J. Stohl 
22 Geoffrey T. Ronald Ouellette Nancy G. Halfmann 
27 Terri Lee Tony R. Truell Carolyn B. Pickering 
Dec. 

1 Toby Johnathan Michael S. Morris Colleen F. Plume 

6 Justin Michael Steven A. Poehler Brenda L. Shaw 

7 Wendy Michelle Harry C. Burgess Susan F. Fullerton 
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Marriages 


Registered in the Town of Meredith 


For the Year Ending 1979 








DATE NAME DATE NAME 
Jan. July 
2 Joseph D. Parkman 1 Ronald F. Mercier 
Rachel A. DeTurk Kandice A. Dearborn 
6 Clifton R. Guay 7 Steven C. Ainsworth 
Stephanie J. Uniman Janet L. Rayno 
27 Joseph J. McLaughlin 7 John W. Moscardini 
Diane Rae Carvalho Nancy E. Caron 
27 Marvin P. Keniston 14 Allan R. Perkins 
Hilary J. Horne Michelle G. Blondeau 
Feb. 20 James E. Neal 
24 David R. Seraiva Telaya T. Lee 
Janice C. Grimes 21 Alan W. Wilson 
March Linda M. Tice 
2 John M. Enright 26 Mark M. Mahonec 
Joanne W. Enright Paula J. Lascola 
10 Daniel W. Keller Aug. 
Nina E. Simon V Patrick H. Halstead 
April Beverly K. Wilson 
ri Jeff G. Warren 18 Richard A. Boucher 
Dawn B. LaChance CynthiaA. Davies 
7 Paul E. Lavoie 25 Martin P. Bernard III 
Paulette W. Shedd Christina G. Streeter 
14 John M. Daley 25 Fred A. VanDine 
Susan M. Fortier Sharon M. Hawkins 
21 Edwin D. Kline Jr. 25 Antone M. Sousa 
Diane F. Kamercia Maryanne Ferreira 
May 25 Michael S. Morris 
5 Michael J. Lord Colleen F. Plume 
Janice H. Whitcher 25 Mitchell S. Paine 
5 Thomas T. Zajchowski Annette C. Isabelle 
Kathy J. Patten 25 Paul F. Hough 
12 Louis M. Ennor Wanda M. Beaupre 
Catherine G. Fitzgerald 31 Lafayette E. Kimball 
18 Kevin S. Lang Barbara A. Evangelo 
Victoria A. Elischer Sept 
19 Richard C. Shaw 2 Blaylock A. Peppard 
Anna L. Stancil JoAnne Romagano 
26 Bruce E. Stetson 8 Steven D. Hayward 
Elizabeth S. Vogier Debra E. Mcintire 
June 20 Lee L. Stagner 
9 Robert H. Marco Cecile A. McNulty 
Sandra M. DiFiore 29 William J. Bordenca 
16 Francis A. Falls Elizabeth A. Rowan 
Marsha L. Eddy Oct. 
16 Donald Pelczar 6 Richard Moris 
Lynn R. Bell Cynthia J. Sidney 
30 Otis W. Bird Sr. 20 John M. Egan 
Jane E. Poehler Dawn C. Melvin 
30 Oscar S. Johnson 20 B 
arry A Sturgeon 
Cheryi A. Blake Banna A Gordan 
30 Blaine A. Baker Nov. ’ 
ts amela K. Skaggs 24 David B. Crane 
cott W. Sirles Deborah A. F 
. Forsberg 
Janice C. Lemay 25 W.R iI 
30 James E. Kennedy Todd W. Russe 
Deborah E. Rasmussen bec Susan M. Whynot 
30 David M. Breault ; 


Teresa A. Weare 
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Albert P. Lahaie 
Linda C. Stortecky 





Date Name Age Date Name Age 
Jan. Aug. 
2 Patricia D. Carpenter 43 5 Napoleon J. Mailloux 85 
7 Elizabeth S. Anderson 87 6 Arthur Cote 86 
15 Donald H. Weeks 68 11 Margaret vanD. Rice 75 
20 Jane M. Sessman 86 7 Hope L. Jeffers 86 
23 Iva B. Turner 91 19 Donald Peiczar 28 
24 Alzora E. Eldridge 63 19 Elmer Burton 72 
28 Arlene L. Schofield 74 Sept 
30 Louva Berry Prescott 74 7 Frank G. Orth 61 
Feb. 9 ida E. Flanders 98 
2 William W. Keller 66 14 Sydney E. Nix 85 
5 Grace E. Ray 84 7 Leah B. Robinson 83 
8 Lawrence K. Hall 92 29 Percival E. Estes 93 
9 Imogene B. Jennings 63 30 Carl H. Bendroth 80 
12 John K. Hobbs 64 Oct. 
17 Gertrude F. Cushing 87 1 Gerard J. Martel I11 2 days 
21 Robert D. Brown 65 7 Eva B. Barrett 8) 
26 Helen A. Heffernan 67 9 Audrey Hanscom 78 
March 13 Mary S. Cook 87 
4 Scott A. Thibeault 6 24 Delia M. Quimby %6 
20 James W. Amabile 84 27 Grace T. Eastman 85 
22 Catherine Chamberlain 78 31 Eva T. Stokes 94 
April Nov. 
13 Joseph E. St. Cyr 83 1 Nellie Way 72 
May 5 Ethel F. Tomb 94 
13 Elizabeth M. Farrelly 69 7 Kenneth E. Farwell 63 
15 Robert M. Huckins 65 Dec. 
15 Ralph P. Hoberg 72 1 Car! C. Colby 83 
June 2 Alice M. Collard 69 
12 irene E. Seymore 72 7 Viola M. Jackman 88 
July 13 Orion R. Heath 80 
2 Henry T. Scott 74 15 O. Fred Rollins 59 
8 Simon T. Thompson 94 23 Anita W. Bailey 84 
14 Wilbur M. Holbrook 75 
7 James A. Seace 99 
23 Elsa M. Hayward 83 


Deaths 


Resgistered in the Town of Meredith, New Hampshire 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1979 
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SUMMARY OF TAX SALE ACCOUNTS 


DEBIT 
Tax Sale June7, 1979 
Unredeemed Jan. 1, 1979 
Interest Collected After Sale 


TOTAL 


CREDIT 
Remitted to Treasurer 
Interest Collected After Sale 
Abated 
Unredeemed Dec. 31, 1979 


TOTAL 


1978 
96,818.04 


1,464.86 


98,282.90 


50,746.31 
1,464.86 
126.68 
45,945.05 


98,282.90 


1977 


33,039.51 
2,110.59 


35,150.10 


17,767.63 
2,110.59 
23.68 
15,248.20 


35,150.10 


SUMMARY OF SEWER ASSESSMENTS 


DEBIT 
Uncollected Jan. 1-79 
Committed to Collector 
Principal 
Interest 
Deferred Assess. Collected 


TOTAL 


CREDIT 

Remitted to Treasurer 

Assessments 

Interest 
Tax Liens Purchased by Town 
Abatements 
Uncollected Dec. 31, 1979 
Credit from 78’ 


TOTAL 


1978 
1,987.49 


1,987.49 


730.39 
570.26 
555.59 
131.25 


1,987.49 


1976 


16,541.24 
3,567.23 


20,108.47 


16,420.99 
3,567.23 
23.63 
96.62 


20,108.47 


1977 


154.88 
136.74 


291.62 


154.88 
136.74 


291.62 


SUMMARY OF SEWER RENTALS 


DEBIT 
Uncollected Jan. 11979 
Committed 1979 
Addeds 
Overpayments 


TOTAL 


CREDIT 
Remitted to Treasurer 
Abatements 
Credits from Prior 
Tax Sale 
Uncollected 12-31-79 


TOTAL 


1979 


54,085.42 
29.60 
88.50 


54,203.52 


40,330.27 
133.40 
10.00 


13,729.85 


54,203.52 


1978 
10,613.06 


.80 
63.30 


10,677.16 


8,480.16 
118.50 


2,078.50 


10,677.16 


SUMMARY OF WATER RENTALS 


DEBIT 
Uncollected Jan. 11979 
Committed in 1979 
Added Taxes 
Over Payments 


TOTAL 


CREDIT 
Remittcd to Treasurer 
Abated 
Credits from Prior Periods 
Uncollected 12-31-79 


TOTAL 


1979 


51,563.33 
35.40 
53.40 


51.652.13 


41,090.03 
320.75 
20.10 
10,221.25 


51,652.13 
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1978 
8,324.30 


8,324.30 


7,424.82 
259.58 


639.90 


8,324.30 


Prior 
Periods 
25.00 


25.00 


25.00 


25.00 


Prior 
Years 
927.10 


927.10 


736.75 
27.00 


163.35 


927.10 


Assessor’s Report 


The Town of Meredith continues to grow with a $2 million dollar in- 
crease in real property assessments. However, during that same period, the 
Town lost $1.5 million in boat tax assessments so our net increase in taxable 
value was only $0.5 million. This small net increase, coupled with the in- 
creases in County and School District expenditures resulted in a three dollar 
tax rate increase this year. 


The most important issue facing Meredith voters this year will be the 
proposed revaluation (or reassessment) of all properties during 1980 & 1981. 
Meredith was last revalued in 1968 & 1969, and since that time numerous 
errors have crept into the assessment rolls making many assessments 
either too high or too low. The average assessment error is 2314 percent with 
many assessments in error by 100 percent and more! That error rate means 
that an average property which should be paying $700 per year in taxes 
stands an even chance of being taxed below $535 per year or over $835 per 
year. By any standard, such large errors are unacceptable. 


The cause of such discrepancies is multifaceted. First, land has in- 
creased in value at a much greater rate than developed properties. 
Therefore land is currently assessed at less than 30 percent of market value 
while buildings are assessed at over 40 percent of market value. Another 
problem arises from the changes that have taken place in properties over 
the years. Some properties have been maintained and improved over the 
years while others have been allowed to deteriorate, but the assessments of 
these properties have remained fixed. Finally, assessing and clerical errors 
made over the past 12 years have further compounded the problem. 


Last year’s Town Meeting recognized these inequities and instructed 
the Selectmen and Assessor to locate and negotiate a contract with a 
qualified reappraisal firm. We were fortunate in our search in obtaining an 
extremely favorable bid of $86,500 (or $20,000 less than the next fully 
qualified bidder) from United Appraisal Co. of East Hartford, CT. This 
company is one of the largest revaluation firms in New England, and they 
have recently performed highly successful revaluations in Berlin, Hanover, 
Merrimack, Tilton and Wakefield. I feel confident that this company has the 
capability to perform the quality of equalization program the voters of 
Meredith demand. 


If approved at Town Meeting in March, work should begin in April. The 
initial effort will be to visit each and every property in Town and list and 
measure all buildings and improvements. Simultaneously with this listing 
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operation, other reappraisal firm specialists will review recent property 
sales and determine building costs in the Meredith area. Then building cost 
and land value tables will be developed for the Town, and these tables will be 
used to prepare tentative assessments for each property. By the spring of 
1981, this process will be complete and highly qualified appraisers will 
review these preliminary assessments house-by-house and street-by-street 
to ensure the assessments are uniform and reflect actual current market 
conditions. In July 1981, each property owner will be notified of the tentative 
assessment of his or her property and will be given an opportunity to discuss 
the assessment with company appraisers. Adjustments will be made, as 
required, and tax bills reflecting the new assessments will be mailed in the 
fall of 1981. Following this, property owners have legal appeal rights 
through the Selectmen, and if necessary, to the Board of Taxation or Courts. 


To sum up, the present assessment rolls contain large errors and are 
sorely in need of reaccomplishment. We have received a very favorable bid 
from a fully qualified revaluation firm to correct the current inequities. I 
therefore urge your support for the revaluation warrant article at the 1980 
Town Meeting. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


CHARLES C. VOGLER 
Assessor 
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Audit Statements 


Killion, Plodzik & Sanderson 
Accountants and Auditors 
171 North Main Street 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 


AUDITOR’S OPINION 
Town of Meredith 


We have examined the financial statements of the various funds and 
groups of accounts of the Town of Meredith, New Hampshire for the year 
ended December 31, 1978 listed in the foregoing table of contents. Our 
examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards, and accordingly included such tests of the accounting records as 
we considered necessary in the circumstances. 


The Town of Meredith has not maintained a record of its general fixed 
assets, and accordingly a statement of general fixed assets, required by 
generally accepted accounting principles, is not included in the financial 
report. 


In addition, the Town has not capitalized the cost of property and 
equipment purchased by the Enterprise Funds (Water and Sewer Depart- 
ments). Likewise, no depreciation expense is recorded on these funds. 
Generally accepted accounting principles require that property and 
equipment of enterprise funds be capitalized and depreciated over the 
useful lives of the assets. The Town’s records do not permit the application 
of adequate procedures to enable us to determine the cost value of capital 
assets or related depreciation expense on them. 


Because of the material effect of the omission of fixed assets and related 
depreciation on the financial position, we do not express an opinion on the 
financial statements of these Enterprise Funds. 


In our opinion, the financial statements listed in the aforementioned 
table of contents, other than the financial statements of the Enterprise 
Funds (Water and Sewer Departments), present fairly the financial position 
of the various funds and groups of accounts of the Town of Meredith, New 
Hampshire at December 31, 1978 and the results of operations of such funds 
for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles applied on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year. 
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The supplemental schedules included in this report, although not con- 
sidered necessary for a fair presentation of the financial position and results 
of operations of such funds and group of accounts, are presented primarily 
for supplemental analysis purposes. This additional information has been 
subjected to the audit procedures applied in the aforementioned 
examination of the basic financial statements and is, in our opinion, fairly 
stated in all material respects in relation to the basic financial statements 
taken as a whole. 


KILLION, PLODZIK & SANDERSON 


KILLION, PLODZIK & SANDERSON 
Accountants and Auditors 
171 North Main Street 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 


LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 
Town of Meredith 


Members of the Board of Selectmen 
Town of Meredith 
Meredith, New Hampshire 


Gentlemen: 


Submitted herewith is the report of an examination of the financial 
statements of the Town of Meredith, New Hampshire for the year ended 
December 31, 1978. Exhibits as hereafter listed are included as part of the 
report. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
General Fund 
Balance Sheet Exhibit A-1 
Statement of Changes in Fund Balance Exhibit A-2 
Statement of Estimated and Actual Revenues Exhibit A-3 
Statement of Appropriations and Expenditures Exhibit A-4 


A balance sheet disclosing the financial condition of the general fund at 
December 31, 1978 is presented in Exhibit A-1. As indicated therein, the 
unappropriated fund balance amounted to $179,738 at December 31, 1978. A 
statement of the changes in fund balance is shown in Exhibit A-2. 


Statements of estimated and actual revenues, appropriations and ex- 
penditures are included in Exhibits A-3 and A-4, respectively. As indicated 
therein, actual revenues exceeded estimated by $92,217, while ap- 
propriations exceeded expenditures by $15,585, resulting in a budget surplus 
of $107,802. 


Special Revenue Funds 
Balance Sheet Exhibit B-1 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balances Exhibit B-2 
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A balance sheet of all the special revenue funds is presented in Exhibit 
B-1. These funds include federal revenue sharing, antirecession fiscal 
assistance, public library and municipal court funds. The special revenue 
fund balances totaled $111,144 at December 31, 1978. A statement of 
revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balances is contained in Exhibit 
B-2. 


Enterprise Funds 


Water Department Fund 
Balance Sheet Exhibit C-1 
Statement of Revenues and Expenses and Changes 
in Retained Earnings Exhibit C-2 
Statement of Changes in Financial Position Exhibit C-3 
Sewer Department Fund 
Balance Sheet Exhibit D-1 
Statement of Revenues and Expenses and Changes 
in Retained Earnings Exhibit D-2 
Statement of Changes in Financial Position Exhibit D-3 


The Town does not maintain a listing of property and equipment in the 
enterprise funds and does not record related depreciation charges against 
current revenues. Because of this departure from generally accepted ac- 
counting principles recommended for enterprise fund accounting, we are 
unable to express an opinion as to the fairness of the balance sheet or 
statement of operations and changes in fund balances for the current year. 


Trust and Agency Funds 
Balance Sheet Exhibit E-1 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes 
in Fund Balances Exhibit E-2 


A balance sheet and statement of revenues, expenditures and changes 
in fund balances of the trust and agency funds are presented in Exhibits E-1 
and E-2, respectively. These funds include the Town endowment funds and 
capital reserve funds. Total trust and agency fund balances were $122,986 at 
December 31, 1978. 


Debt Service Funds 
Statement of Revenues and Expenditures Exhibit F 
A statement of revenues and expenditures of the debt service fund is 
presented in Exhibit F. The Town paid $33,500 for principal and $17,144 for 


interest payments for the current year redemption of serial bonds and notes. 
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Long-Term Indebtedness 


Balance Sheet Exhibit G-1 
Statement of Town Debt Exhibit G-2 


A balance sheet of the general long-term debt of the Town is contained in 
Exhibit G-1. As indicated therein, the long-term debt amounted to $425,500 at 
December 31, 1978. A statement of debt service requirements is shown in 
Exhibit G-2. 

Our comments and recommendations relative to accounting and in- 
ternal control are included in a separate management letter to the Board of 
Selectmen. 


We would like to extend our thanks to the officials and office staff of the 
Town of Meredith for their assistance during the course of the audit. 


Very truly yours, 


KILLION, PLODZIK & SANDERSON 
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Summary Of Treasurer’s Accounts 


As Of December 31, 1979 


WATER DEPARTMENT 
Balance as of December 31, 1978 15,798.36 
Receipts During Year 65,995.10 


Less Expenditures During Year 81,403.19 


Water Fund Balance, December 31, 1979 


SEWER DEPARTMENT 
Balance as of December 31, 1978 36,358.65 
Receipts During Year 51,368.91 


Less Expenditures During Year 49,001.50 


Sewer Fund Balance, December 31, 1979 


GENERAL FUND 
Balance as of December 31, 1978 520,072.73 
Receipts During Year 4,897 ,291.33 


Less Expenditures During Year 4,908,712.12 


General Fund Balance, December 31, 1979 


FUND TOTALS 
PROOF OF BALANCE 
Balance in Meredith Bank & Trust 
Acct. No. 247 288 4 156,144.75 
Acct. No. 248 9128 57.97 
Acct. No. 247 3205 48.70 
Balance First Bank & Trust 
Acct. No. 100 51 0319 266,595.54 
Balance Meredith Village Savings 
Revenue Sharing Acct. No. 47 107 126,196.62 
Less Outstanding Checks 
Add Deposits in Transit 


ACCOUNT BALANCES as of DECEMBER 31, 1979 
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38,726.06 


508,651.94 


547,768.27 


549,043.58 
-235,310.66 
+234,035.35 


547,768.27 


Revenue Sharing Fund 


Statement of Account and Fund Balance 
Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1979 


Unappropriated Fund Balance 
December 31, 1978 


Additions: 
Entitlement Payments 


Interest on Invested Funds 
Unexpended Appropriations Returned 


TOTAL AVAILABLE 


APPROPRIATIONS DURING 1979 


FUND BALANCE - December 31, 1979 


PROOF OF BALANCE 
Account Balance December 31, 1978 
Deposits 
Total 


Withdrawn for Appropriations and Encumbrances 


Cash Balance as per Meredith Village Savings 
Account No. 41701 


Add: Entitlement Receivable 


Less: Amounts Due to General Fund 
Encumbrances From 1979 


FUND BALANCE - December 31, 1979 
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73,142.00 
7,351.94 


8,598.92 


37,212.16 


39,472.66 


101,966.94 


89,052.86 


191,019.80 


124,700.00 


66,319.80 


128,895.58 
82,462.94 


211,358.52 


85,161.90 


126,196.62 


16,808.00 


76,684.82 


66,319.80 


Inventory of Taxable Property 


Land - Improved and Unimproved $ 29,206,550 
Buildings 33,910,500 
Factory Buildings 388,750 
Public Utilities 897,800 
House Trailers and Mobile Homes 1,154,400 
Total Valuation before Exemptions Allowed 65,558,000 


Blind Exemptions 3 
Elderly Exemptions 80 


Total Exemptions Allowed 560,850 
Net Valuation on which Tax Rate is Computed $ 64,997,150 
1979 TAX RATE 
Town $ 11.00 
County 4.60 
School 20.50 


Total $36.10 per Thousand 
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Statement Of Appropriations And Taxes 
1979 


APPROPRIATIONS 


Town Officers’ Salaries 
Town Officers’ Expenses 
Elections & Registrations 
Municipal Buildings 

Police Department 

Fire Department 

Care of Trees 

Planning & Zoning 
Insurance 

Civil Defense 

Conservation Commission 
Health Department 
Rubbish Disposal 

Refuse Disposal Facility 
Town Road Aid & Highway Subsidy 
Town Maintenance 

Street Lighting 

General Highway Expenses 
Library 

General Relief & OAA 
Outside Agencies 

Patriotic Purposes 
Recreation 

Hydrant Rental 

Water Department 

Sewer Department 
Cemeteries 

Damages & Legal Fees 
Advertising & Regional Assoc. 
Retirement, Social Security, Etc. 
Animal Control 


Principal — Long-Term Notes & Bonds 
Interest — Long-Term Notes & Bonds 


Interest Temporary Borrowing 
New Equipment 

Winnipesaukee River Basin Project 
Bounding Roads 


Heritage Conservation (Hamlin Land) 


12,100.00 
118,872.00 
1,000.00 
22,030.00 
131,826.00 
36,350.00 


64,402.00 
49 575.00 
291,165.00 
19,200.00 
97,700.00 
41,750.00 
19,200.00 
8,925.00 
2,000.00 
36,961.00 
15,880.00 
79,518.00 
50,819.00 
11,500.00 
10,700.00 
3,580.00 
60,085.00 
3,250.00 
44,500.00 
17,817.00 
41,437.00 
105,000.00 
21,000.00 
13,000.00 
200,000.00 


Town Garage Addition 

Cattle Landing Project 

Capital Reserve Funds 

Refuse Capital Improvements 

Federal & State Funds (Block Grant) 
LEAA and Antirecessional Funds 


TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 
ESTIMATED REVENUES 


Resident Taxes 

National Bank Stock Tax 

Yield Tax 

Interest on Delinquent Taxes 
Resident Tax Penalties 
Inventory Penalties 

Sewer Assessments 

Meals & Rooms 

Interest & Dividends 

Savings Bank Tax 

Highway Subsidy 

Railroad Tax 

TRA 

State Aid Water Pollution Project 
Reimb. a-c State-Federal Forest Land 
Reimb. a-c Fighting Forest Fires 
Reimb. a-c Road Toll Refunds 
Boat Tax 

Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 

Dog Licenses 

Business Licenses 

Fines & Forfeits 

Rent of Town Property 

Interest Received on Deposits 
Income from Departments 
Income from Sewer Department 
Income from Water Department 
Surplus 

Center Harbor Share - Refuse Disposal 
Sale of Town Property 


Withdrawals from Capital Reserve Funds 


Revenue Sharing Funds 
Antirecession Funds 


15,000.00 
12,000.00 
24,000.00 

7,700.00 


330,000.00 


2,.252,413.00 


Grants 

TOTAL REVENUES 

Net Town Appropriations 

Net School Appropriations 

County Tax 

Total Town, School, County 

Less Business Profits Tax 

Add War Service Credits 

Add Overlay 

PROPERTY TAXES TO BE RAISED 


Valuation: $64,997,150 X .0361 equals $2,346,397 


720,000 


703,797 
1,376,864 
309,141 


1,548,616 


2,389,802 


87 ,686 
22,650 
21,631 


2,346,397 
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Schedule Of Town Property 


Town Hall, Land and Buildings 
Furniture and Equipment 


Libraries, Land and Buildings 
Furniture and Equipment 


Police Department Equipment 


Fire Department, Land and Buildings 
Equipment 


Highway Department, Land and Buildings 
Equipment 
Materials and Supplies 

Parks, Commons and Playgrounds 

Water Supply Facilities, if owned by Town 


Sewer Plant and Facilities, if owned by Town 


All Land & Buildings acquired through 
Tax Collector’s Deeds 


Refuse Disposal Facility 


242,000 
65,000 


150,000 
100,000 


50,000 


174,400 
200,000 


140,000 
225,000 

12,000 
475,000 
700,000 


675,000 


32,000 


252,000 


3,492,400 
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Trust and Agency Funds 


TOWN OF MEREDITH 
Balance Sheet 
December 31, 1978 


ASSETS 
Cash In Banks $107,713 
Securities 15,273 
Total Assets $122,986 
FUND BALANCE 


Fund Balances 


Endowment Principal $41,954 
Endowment Income 6,291 
Capital Reserve Funds (Note 4) 74,741 

Total Fund Balances $122,986 
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Trust and Agency Funds 


TOWN OF MEREDITH 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances 
For The Year Ended December 31, 1978 


Capital 
Total -Endownment Funds- Reserve 
AllFunds Principal Income Funds 


Fund Balances - January 1,1978 $ 96,962 $41,954 $6,016 $48,992 


Add: 
Interest Earnings 6,468 3,719 2,749 
New Funds Received 23,000 23,000 
Total Additions 29,468 3,719 25,749 
Fund Balances and Additions 126,430 41,954 9,735 74,741 
Deduct 
Expenditures 1,241 1,241 
Transferred To General Fund 2,203 2,203 
Total Deductions 3,444 3,444 


Fund Balances - December 31, 
1978 $122,986 $41,954 $6,291 $74,741 
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Meredith Town Warrant 


State of New Hampshire 


To the Inhabitants of Meredith 
Qualified to Vote in Town Affairs: 


You are hereby notified to meet at St. Charles Church Auditorium, 
Route 3 in said Town on the second Tuesday of March next, March 11, 1980 
from 9:00 A.M. until 7:00 P.M. for the casting of ballots; and at 7:30 P.M., 
Wednesday, March 12, 1980 at the Robert Pottle Memorial Auditorium in the 
Inter-Lakes High School in said Town, to act on the following Articles: 


BALLOT ARTICLES TO BE ACTED UPON 


ARTICLE 1 
To bring in your ballots for one Selectman for three years; one Super- 
visor of the Checklist for 6 years, one Moderator for two years; one Trustee 
of Trust Funds for 3 years, and two Library Trustees for three years. 


ARTICLE 2 
To choose other necessary Town Officers. 


TO ACT ON THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 


ARTICLE 3 
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 as proposed by the 
Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to do with 
Accessways as discussed at Public Hearings held December 21, 1979 and 
January 25, 1980; the purpose of said amendment to define Accessways for 
that backland having insufficient road frontage? 
YES: ( ) NO: ( ) 


ARTICLE 4 
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as proposed by 
petition of the voters for this Town for the Town Zoning Ordinance having to 
do with Mobile Homes as discussed at Public Hearings held December 21, 
1979 and January 25, 1980; said amendment removing restrictions now in the 
Zoning Ordinance and allowing Mobile Homes to be placed anywhere in 


Town under the same terms applied to other types of housing? (Not 
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recommended by the Planning Board) 


VAG ae ) NO: ( ) 
DELIBERATIVE SESSION 
ARTICLE 5 


To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed 
One Hundred Forty-Two Thousand Dollars ($142,000.00) for the purpose of 
implementing the preliminary stages of the Study on Water Supply 
Facilities as approved in Article 18 of the 1978 Meredith Town Meeting, said 
amount to cover engineering and land acquisition costs of the project. Such 
sum shall be raised through the issuance of Bonds or Notes under the 
provisions of Chapter 33 of the Revised Statutes Annotated as amended, and 
to authorize the Selectmen to determine the rate of interest thereon and to 
take such other steps as may be necessary to negotiate such Bonds or Notes 
as Shall be to the best interest of the Town of Meredith. Repayment of this 
bond will be through water user fees. (Passage requires affirmative vote by 
two-thirds of all voters present and voting. ) 


ARTICLE 6 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Eighty- 
Six Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($86,500.00) for the purpose of per- 
forming a complete revaluation of all taxable property in the Town, such 
sum to be raised through the issuance of Bonds and Notes under the 
provisions of Chapter 33 of the Revised Statutes Annotated as amended, and 
to authorize the Selectmen to determine the rate of interest thereon and to 
take such other steps as may be necessary to negotiate such Bonds or Notes 
as shall be in the best interest of the Town of Meredith. (Passage requires 
affirmative vote of two-thirds of voters present and voting). 


ARTICLE 7 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Eighty 
Six Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($86,500.00) for the purpose of per- 
forming a complete revaluation of all taxable property in the Town. 


ARTICLE 8 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen and the 
Treasurer to borrow in anticipation of taxes such sums as are necessary for 
the operation of the Town and to set the rates, effect the issuance of Notes; 
and to otherwise negotiate for the sale of notes to be paid within the present 
fiscal year. 


ARTICLE 9 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen and the Town 
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Manager to apply for, negotiate, and do all other things necessary to obtain 
such State and-or Federal funds that may become available throughout the 
year and expend same. 


ARTICLE 10 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell and 
transfer title to all real estate taken by the Town in default of redemption 
from any Tax Sale to such persons and upon such conditions as they shall see 
fit. 


ARTICLE 11 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell and 
transfer title to Tax Map Parcel R-16-22, taken by Tax Collector’s Deed in 
1978, back to former owners under terms and conditions the Selectmen see 
fit. 


ARTICLE 12 


To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to do all things 
necessary to abandon a portion of land located off Terrace Avenue and 
located approximately 80’ (feet) westerly from U.S. Route 3 in the Town of 
Meredith, New Hampshire and further being a portion of an accepted public 
way as fully described in the Office of the Town Clerk in Highway Pages 159- 
160 and further described herein: 


Beginning at a point on the easterly line of land now or formerly of Thomas 
H. and Esther B. Sherman, said point also being N37 -27’-00’ E along a 
public way a distance of 155.00’ (feet) from the southwest intersection of 
said public way and Terrace Avenue; 


Thence continuing N37 -27’-00’’E a distance of 5.00’ (feet) to a point marking 
the 1904 end of location of aforementioned public way; 


Thence running S52 -33’-00E a distance of 40.00’ (feet) to a point on the 
westerly line of land now or formerly of Vernal C. and Zela H. Bucklin; 


Thence running S37 -27’-00’’W a distance of 5.00’ (feet) to a point; 


Thence running N52 -33’-00’’W a distance of 40.00’ (feet) to a point marking 
the place of beginning; said portion of Town Road herein described being 200 
square feet. 


ARTICLE 13 
To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate for the 
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necessary operational expenses of the Town for the forthcoming year. 


ARTICLE 14 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of Twenty-One 
Thousand Dollars ($21,000.00) from the General Revenue Sharing Fund for 
the purposes of paying Meredith’s share of the Winnipesaukee River Basin 
Capital Costs. 


ARTICLE 15 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of Forty-Five 
Thousand Dollars ($45,000.00) from the General Revenue Sharing Fund for 
the purposes of purchasing: 


One One-Ton Diesel Truck with Plow, 
One Five-Ton Diesel Dump Truck. 


All necessary equipment for the operation of the Highway Department. 


ARTICLE 16 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate Eight Thousand 
Dollars ($8,000.00) from the General Revenue Sharing Fund for the purpose 
of purchasing Miscellaneous Small Equipment. All necessary equipment for 
the operation of the Highway Department. 


ARTICLE 17 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of Fifteen Thousand 
Dollars ($15,000.00) from the General Revenue Sharing Fund for the pur- 
poses of purchasing two fully equipped Police Cruisers. 


ARTICLE 18 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of Twenty-Seven 
Hundred Dollars ($2,700.00) from the General Revenue Sharing Fund for the 
purposes of purchasing two Two-Way Mobile Radios for Police Cruisers for 
the Police Department. 


ARTICLE 19 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twelve 
Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) for the Highway Capital Equipment Reserve 
Fund as authorized by the Revised Statutes Annotated 35:1, 35:18. 


ARTICLE 20 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) for the Fire Department Capital Equipment 
Reserve Fund as authorized by Revised Statutes Annotated 35:1, 35:18. 
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ARTICLE 21 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Six 
Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) for a Refuse Disposal Capital Reserve Fund as 
authorized by Revised Statutes Annotated 35:1, 35:18, and to authorize the 
Selectmen to expend such amounts as may be necessary in major repairs as 
required. 


ARTICLE 22 

To see if the Town will authorize the transfer and appropriation of 
unexpended proceeds of the TRA Bond voted in Article 11 of the 1978 
Meredith Town Meeting, amounting to approximately Twelve Thousand 
Seven Hundred Sixty Seven Dollars and Eighty Nine Cents ($12,767.89) from 
the Powers Road Improvement Project to improvements on Old Hubbard 
Road, a Class V road within the Town as part of an accelerated TRA 
Project. (Passage requires affirmative vote by two-thirds of all voters 
present and voting) 


ARTICLE 23 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One 
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for improvements to Meredith Neck Road 
under the State Aid Reconstruction Program provided the State of New 
Hampshire appropriates Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00). 


ARTICLE 24 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed 
Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($12,500.00) and appropriate an 
additional sum not to exceed Thirty Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars 
($37,500.00) for the purpose of conducting a Sewer System Evaluation 
Survey which is a requirement contained in the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act, as amended (33 U.S.C. Sec. 1251 et seq.) and which will qualify 
the Town for Federal funds. Funds will be generated as follows: 


Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($12,000.00) to be raised by general 
taxation, Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) of which will be reimbursed to 
the Town of Meredith by the State of New Hampshire upon completion of the 
Sewer System Evaluation Survey in accordance with the provisions of RSA 
149-B:1. 


Thirty Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($37,500.00) to be provided by 
the Federal Government under the Financial Assistance Program of the 
Construction Grants section of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33, 
U.S.C. Sec. 1251 et seq.) 


And further to allow the Selectmen to expend such monies as become 
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available from the Federal Government under the Financial Assistance 
Program of the Construction Grants Section of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act as amended (33, U.S.C., Sec. 1251 et seq.) and pass any vote 
relating thereto. 


The total cost of the program outlined herein will not exceed Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00). 


ARTICLE 25 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to raise and 
appropriate Nine Thousand Thirty Nine Dollars ($9,039.00) for updating the 
development of a Master Plan. 


ARTICLE 26 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five 
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) towards the purchase of new Christmas Lights 
for the business section of the Town of Meredith. (By request of the 
Chamber of Commerce) 


ARTICLE 27 
To see if the Town will vote to adopt an Ordinance ordering all 
businesses who use the Meredith Refuse Disposal Facility to separate all 
cardboard from other wastes brought to the facility, and to further require 
the placing of said cardboard in a designated area for recycling purposes. 
(By Petition) 


ARTICLE 28 
To see if before the Town allows any building to be erected on the Hesky 
Park property that the voters of the Town of Meredith be allowed to voice 
their opinions at a non-binding referendum at the Annual Town Meeting. 
(By Petition) 


ARTICLE 29 
To see if the Town will vote to require all full-time employees of the 
Town of Meredith, New Hampshire to reside within the legal boundaries of 
the Town of Meredith, New Hampshire. 


To allow any full-time employees who now, or at the time of their hiring, 
live outside the Town of Meredith, New Hampshire, a period of time not to 
exceed six months to relocate within the Town of Meredith, New Hampshire. 
(By Petition) 


ARTICLE 30 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twelve 
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Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) to help defray the expenses of the Lakes 
Region General Hospital. (By request of the Lakes Region General Hospital 
for an unspecified amount of assistance. ) 


ARTICLE 31 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One 
Thousand Three Hundred Dollars ($1,300.00) to help support the Lakes 
Region Family Services. (By request of the Lakes Region Family Services) 


ARTICLE 32 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five 
Thousand Three Hundred Eighty One Dollars and Fifty Eight Cents 
($5,381.58) to help support the Community Action Program. (By request of 
Belknap-Merrimack Community Action Program) 


ARTICLE 33 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Six 
Thousand Nine Hundred Thirty Five Dollars and Ninety-Nine Cents 
($6,935.99) to help support the InterLakes Day Care Center. (By request of 
the InterLakes Day Care Center) 


ARTICLE 34 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One 
Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Nine Dollars and Thirty Six Cents ($1,659.36) 
for the benefit of the Lakes Region Association. (By request of the Lakes 
Region Association) 


ARTICLE 35 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two 
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) contribution to the Chamber of 
Commerce towards the expenses of operating the Visitors’ Center. (By 
request of the Chamber of Commerce) 


ARTICLE 36 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three 
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($3,500.00) for the purpose of establishing a 
Community Events Account: 


Fourth of July Celebration $2,000.00 
Patriotic Ceremonies 500.00 
Old Home Days 1,000.00 


To instruct the member to the house to sponsor a Law allowing a reserve 
account for Community events in the Town of Meredith. These funds would 
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remain in reserve and any revenue produced would be carried over from 
year to year within this account for the purpose of making this account self- 
supporting. 


ARTICLE 37 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three 
‘Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) for a perimeter survey, topographic mapping 
(2’ contour), planimetric mapping and site plan of Town owned property 
known as Prescott Park and ‘‘Cataldo Property’’. (By request of Parks & 
Recreation Department) 


ARTICLE 38 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate Three Thousand 
Dollars ($3,000.00) for a site plan for Leavitt Park. (Appropriation of funds 
for the improvements will be requested in 1981) (By request of the Parks & 
Recreation Department) 


ARTICLE 39 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five 
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) for safety and park improvements to Meredith 
Center Park. 


To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen and Town 
Manager to apply for, receive and expend any matching funds applicable to 
this project, not to exceed the appropriations in Part A. (By request of Parks 
& Recreation Department) 


ARTICLE 40 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One 
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for the purchase of surplus-used-van-vehicle to 
be used by the Parks and Recreation Department’s ‘‘On-the-Road”’ 
Program. This program will serve the outlying areas of Town, pre-school 
youth and senior citizens with leisure services. (By request of Parks & 
Recreation Department) 


ARTICLE 41 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of Three 
Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) for reconstruction and repairs of one dugout at 
Prescott Park, and two bathhouses at Waukewan Beach and other repairs, 
replacements necessary, caused by vandals and malicious damage to Town 
property. (By request of Parks & Recreation Department) 


ARTICLE 42 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell the Hand- 
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tub called “‘Wamesit” and any other antique fire fighting equipment and-or 
obsolete artifacts to the Wamesit Companies, Volunteer Firemen’s 
Association, Inc. for one dollar ($1.00) and consideration, said equipment 
and artifacts to remain in the Town of Meredith, New Hampshire, 
thereafter. (By Petition) 


ARTICLE 43 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Conservation Commission to 
retain the unexpended portion of its 1979 appropriation, said funds to be 
placed in a special conservation fund in accordance with RSA 36:A:5. 


ARTICLE 44 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize that the Conservation Com- 
mission be empowered to manage the Town Forest(s) under the provisions 
of RSA 31:112(II), and that any proceeds as might accrue from said 
forest(s) be placed in a separate Conservation Trust Fund to be managed by 
said Commission. 


ARTICLE 45 
In accordance with a Petition submitted in compliance with RSA 40:4-a 
requesting a secret written ballot: 


To see if the Town will vote to direct the Selectmen to inform the ap- 
propriate representatives of the New Hampshire Department of Public 
Works and Highways, that it is the wish of the Town of Meredith that no 
major construction take place at the intersection of Routes 3 and 25 in 
Meredith, New Hampshire at this time, and that the Town of Meredith 
desires to be well informed of any and all planned changes in the layout of 
the intersection of Routes 3 and 25, prior to the State’s committing itself to 
any specific layout revision. 


And further, consistent with the wishes of the Town as set forth above 
the Town directs the Selectmen as follows: That the Selectmen shall remain 
in contact with the representatives of the State of New Hampshire as to 
planned revisions and construction on the intersection, and shall hold public 
hearings on any and all proposed alterations of the intersection, whether or 
not otherwise required by law. That any proposed layout shall be presented 
to the Town for a vote to determine the sentiment of the Town as to the ac- 
ceptibility of the new layout. 


That unless or until the Town votes and indicates support for a revised 
layout of the intersection, the Selectmen shall continue to inform the ap- 
propriate representative of the New Hampshire Department of Public 
Works and Highways that the Town is opposed to such plan changes. 


YES: ( ) NO: ( ) 


ARTICLE 46 
In accordance with a Petition submitted in compliance with RSA 40:4-a 
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requesting a secret written ballot: 


To see if the Town will vote to authorize and direct the Selectmen to 
retain legal counsel to take any action necessary to carry out the wishes of 
the Town in respect to the new major construction at the intersection of 
Routes 3 and 25, and that the Selectmen are authorized to pay legal expenses 
incurred out of the General Funds appropriated for legal expenses. 


YES: ( ) NO: ( ) 


WARNER M. PLUMMER, Chairman 
NORMAN I. BAKER 

HAROLD G. WYATT 

Selectmen, Town of MEREDITH 


Subscribed and sworn to 
before me this 25th day 
of February 1980. 


MARY C. DEVINE, NOTARY PUBLIC 
My Commission Expires 9-29-83 


Received and Recorded 2-25-80 
PAULINE L. FOURNIER, TOWN CLERK 


We hereby certify that on this date, the twenty-fifth day of February 
1980, we caused to be placed an attested copy of the within Warrant at the 
place of meeting specified, and a like copy at the Inter-Lakes High School, 
the First Bank & Trust Company, the Meredith Village Savings Bank, the 
Meredith Bank & Trust Company, public places in said Town. We also 
caused to be placed a true copy at the Office of the Town Clerk, Meredith. 


WARNER M. PLUMMER, Chairman 
NORMAN I. BAKER 

HAROLD G. WYATT 

Selectmen, Town of Meredith 


Subscribed and sworn to 
before me this 25th day 
of February 1980. 


MARY C. DEVINE, NOTARY PUBLIC 
My Commission Expires 9-29-83 


PAULINE L. FOURNIER, TOWN CLERK 
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MEETINGS OF TOWN BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 


MONDAY: Board of Selectmen — 7:00 p.m., Every Monday except Fourth 
Monday in month, Municipal Building 
Lakes Region Planning Commission — 7:00 p.m., Fourth Monday, 
Municipal Building. 
TUESDAY: Library Trustees — 7:30 p.m., Second Tuesday, Library 
Planning Board — 7:00 p.m., Second and Fourth Tuesday, 
Municipal Building 
Public Health Nursing Association — 10:00 a.m., Third Tuesday, 
Congregational Church. 
WEDNESDAY: Parks and Playgrounds Commission — 7:00 p.m., Fourth Wed- 
nesday, Prescott Park. 
THURSDAY: Conservation Commission — 7:30 p.m., First Thursday, Municipal 
Building 
Board of Adjustment — 7:30 p.m., Third Thursday, Municipal 
Building. 
OFFICE HOURS 
Meredith Public Library Tuesday and Wednesday — 9:00 am - 7:00 pm 


Assessor’s Office 


Town Manager 
Tax Collector 


Thursday and Friday — 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Saturday — 9:00 am - 12:00 noon 

CLOSED MONDAY 

Monday thru Friday — 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Monday thru Friday — 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Monday thru Friday — 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 


Town Clerk Monday thru Friday — 8:00 am - 11:30 am; 
ioe 12:30 pm - 4:00 pm 
Building Inspector Monday, Wednesday, Friday — 10:00 am - 


12:00 noon 


Health Officer Monday thru Friday — 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Town Engineer Monday thru Friday — 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Planning and Zoning Board Monday thru Friday — 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Recreational Director Monday thru Friday — 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, 


Municipal Building 
Prescott Park - During Scheduled Ac- 
tivities 


Public Health Nurse (Office) Monday thru Friday — 9:00 am - 12:00 noon 


Registered Nurse 


and 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Monday thru Friday — 9:00 am - 10:00 am; 
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 


Refuse Disposal Facility Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday — 


9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Saturday — 8:00am - 4:00 pm 
Sunday — 10:00 am - 3:00pm 
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS & HOLIDAYS 


TOWN OF MEREDITH 
Emergency Calls 


TO REPORT FIRES 


924-1545 


Other Emergency Numbers 


DOCTORS HOSPITALS AMBULANCES 
Inter-Lakes Medical Center 279-4587 
(Dr. Thomas Nadeau) 
Dr. Jay Vazifdar 279-8151 
Lakes Region General Hospital 524-3211 
Kemp-Symonds Ambulance 279-4431 


POISON INFORMATION CENTER 


Hanover 1-643-4000 
Boston 1-617-232-2120 


POLICE—FIRE OFFICIALS 


Meredith Police Department 279-4530 
State Police (Moultonboro) 476-5582 
State Police (Concord) 1-800-852-3411 
Forest Fire Warden 279-4507 


(Burning Permits) 
Civil Defense Director 279-4655 





